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Adult Forum

Faith, Fun,,
&

Welcome to summer! As the warm weather arrives, we're excited to share the many
ways our congregation can grow together in faith, fun, and fellowship. This season
offers wonderful opportunities to deepen our spiritual connections and enjoy
community with one another. Take a look inside to find out how you can connect at
Christ Church this month!

[ UPCOMING EVENTS ]

FAITH v

Summer Sunday Morning Adult Forum Series
Last summer's forum was a hit, so we're doing it again — no break for the dog days.

SUMMER FUN
Vacation Bible School Puppet Palooza: August 5th-7th
A week of faith, fun, and learning for kids ages 3 y/o through 6th grade.

FELLOWSHIP
Outdoor Worship Service and Picnic at the Park: June 28th
Deepen your faith, connect with fellow members, and celebrate God's love together.

Healing Service
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VECTOR OF THE RECTOR
— Pointing somewhere vaguely spiritual

Photo credit: Andrew Le

"It is not what goes into the mouth that defiles a person..." Matthew 15:10-20)

The Pharisees have faulted Jesus and his disciples for being too loose with ritual purity. They ate with
unwashed hands. Strike one. They ate with lawbreakers. Strike two. Jesus answers with two points.

First, sin is an inside problem. The things that make us unclean, Jesus says, are hard-wired into us. Sin
bursts out of our hearts fully formed, like Athena from the head of Zeus. The evidence is everywhere.
The evidence is everywhere. No parent ever had to teach a child to lie. I have an infant at home, and
she is a sinner — not yet in deed, but in disposition. Augustine saw it sixteen centuries ago: the child
who weeps for the very thing that would harm him, who rages when his elders won't bend to his
whims, and who strikes out at people who know better, "simply because they will not immediately fall
1n with his wishes." The will is bent before the body can carry out its demands. And you— you never
sat down one afternoon in your youth and decided whether to become a self-interested person. You
simply discovered that you already were.

Second, outside-in approaches to sin don't work. The Pharisees tried to manufacture purity by meth-
od, by policing external actions. The modern version is the Christian who guards purity by monitor-
ing cultural intake — their own or their children's: don't watch that kind of movie, don't listen to that
kind of music. The mistaken assumption is that there exists some prior pure state that gets corrupted
from the outside, that you were fine until you streamed Sa/tburn or turned on deathcore. Of course
what we read and watch and hear has some influence — but only as far as it stirs up what was already
inside us. You might even say we seek out our "bad influences" precisely because of the sin already
built in. Human violence, aggression, and self-destruction did not begin with Hollywood or video
games. Since Eden, people have hungered after evil. As Article IX of the Articles of Religion puts
it, "..man is very far gone from original righteousness, and is of his own nature inclined to evil, so
that the flesh lusteth always contrary to the Spirit."

This leaves us in a bad spot. I wish the Pharisees were right — that the fix was washing our hands
correctly, or listening only to Christian radio, or watching only the Hallmark Channel. As good as
some of those things are, they don't begin to touch our deep bent toward preferring ourselves to oth-
ers, our readiness to "follow the devices and desires of our own hearts."”

So what should we do? Paul knew. We are helpless. We can do nothing. But God has done every-
thing. Paul says it twice in Romans 5: while we were still sinners. Into our broken lives and corrupted
hearts, Jesus comes. And he knows our trouble was never unclean hands but unclean hearts — hearts
we cannot change ourselves. So he removes the stain. He washes us clean.




Adult Forum: Summer 2026

Last summer's forum was a hit, so we're doing it again —
adult Sunday programming at 9am in the Parish Hall
straight through the summer, no break for the dog days.

Now through July 5: Holy Week —
The Most Consequential Days in Human History

We're in the middle of an in-depth walk through Holy Week,
from the Mount of Olives to the empty tomb. Still to come:
the Garden of Gethsemane, the complicated story of Judas,
Pontius Pilate, the crucifixion, the harrowing of hell, and

Christ's resurrection from the dead.

SUMMER ADULT FORUM

Jump in anytime — each session stands on its own.

Beginning July 12: Al Things Come of Thee

This summer, join us for All Things Come of Thee, a four-week adult formation series at 9am between
services. Taking its name from David's prayer — "All things come of thee, O Lord, and of thine own
have we given thee" — the series explores the theology of stewardship rather than the mechanics of
a pledge drive: that whatever we give was first given to us, and that giving is finally an act of worship
rather than a transaction. Over four Sundays we'll trace the idea from its biblical roots — the tithe,
the jubilee, Jesus' own teaching on money and anxiety — to what it means to be stewards of every-
thing entrusted to us, including how we hold debt. The final session pairs this with an honest mid—
year look at the life and finances of our parish, and will be offered twice, at 9am and again at noon,
S0 everyone can take part.

Investment Committee Update

The Investment Committee met on May 14. As of mid-
May, the endowment stood at approximately $1.08
million and the business services account at about
$199,000, reflecting earlier withdrawals of $87,000
Thursday, June 4th at 9:30 am and $10,000 respectively to partially fund the air con-

ditioning project, which is nearly complete.

Our financial planner, Manning & Napier, walked the
committee through a turbulent but ultimately resilient

e~ P four months in the markets — a January rally, a Febru-
_— 1| ary Al-related sell-off, March volatility tied to the Iran

: ey conflict, and a strong April rebound. The committee
Once.a month, a healing service is offered at also began an important conversation about legacy
9:30 in the Chapel for all who would like to || giving. With the largest generational transfer of wealth

ask prayers for themselves or others. The in history now underway, we hope parishioners will
service lasts about 30 minutes and includes consider including our parish in their estate plans.
Holy Eucharist. Join us for this quiet, yet Please reach out to the parish office if you'd like to
powerful service. talk. Thanks to all who serve!
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Join Your Christ Church Friends
for an Akron RubberDucks Game!

The church is organizing a group to meet up at the
Akron RubberDucks vs. Altoon Curve game on June
18 at 6:35 pm. Seating is a bit flexible in the Kiwanis
section. Our hope is for our group to all be able to sit
in seats around section 3, rows R, S, T, U. Contact
Lori Metoki at loriloulou2001@hotmail.com with
questions, or to let her know you are coming so we
make sure to find each other at the game! Tickets are
available at https://tinyurl.com/CCERubberDucks.

Join us for another evening of food, fun, and
fellowship! We will gather at D’Angelos Italian
Restaurant on Tuesday, June 16th at 5:30. Sign

up at https://tinyurl.com CCEHLadiesnight or
through the office or by June 13. Contact Susan
Arnold at susanarnold907@gmail.com with
any questions.

HUDSON SPRINGS PARK

WORSHIP SERVICE MAYPAVILION
& PICINIC '
AT THE PARK

SUNDAY, JUNE 28TH
10:30 AM

The Christ Church outdoor worship service and picnic returns on Sunday, June 28 at Hudson Springs
Park! We will worship at the park at 10:30 am, with a picnic following the service. The 8:00 service will
still be held in the Chapel that morning, but there will not be a 10:30 am service in the Church that
day.

We will provide fried chicken and beverages, and would love it if you could bring a side dish or des-
sert. Sign up with the number of family members and friends who will attend so we know how much
fried chicken to order (please note in the sign up what kind of side dish or dessert you plan to bring to
share. ) We encourage you to bring a water bottle for yourself to reduce plastic waste.

For children and youth, we will be hosting a short color run to celebrate Father’s Day (a week late)!
Sign up at https://tinyurl.com/CCEHPICNIC2026 or by scanning the QR code.

We are looking forward to seeing you at the picnic for food, fellowship and fun!

Hudson Springs Park
May Pavilion (near boat launch, on the right as you drive into the parking lot)



https://tinyurl.com/CCEHLadiesnight
https://tinyurl.com/CCEHPICNIC2026
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Puppet Palooza VBS is a hands-on, creative week where kids bring Bible stories to life
through art, music, and performance. Each morning kicks off with songs, circle time, and a
new story of courage—like David facing Goliath or Daniel in the lion’s den. Kids build pup-
pets, paint sets, and craft costumes alongside friends, then step into the spotlight to share
what they’ve made in an end-of-week show for families. With snacks, games, and plenty of
encouragement from our team and junior counselors, every camper finds their place—
whether they love singing, building, acting, or just cheering others on. At Puppet Palooza,
the process is as important as the performance, and every child gets the chance to be
brave, creative, and part of something special.

REGISTRATION

To register for VBS, email
mmor fodbrown@chri stchurchhudg

Don’t miss this chance to get creative, make friends, and put on a show!
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Summer

Sunday School

Sperb A

BLESSINGS

Creating Our Godly Play Classroom

This summer, children will help get our classrooms ready for Godly Play. Each week, kids will make
simple projects for both the classroom and home—decorating bags, making prayer mats, planting
seeds, and more. Even our youngest children can join in. Through these hands-on activities, children
will help create a space that feels welcoming and truly theirs. By fall, our classroom will be filled
with things they've made, ready for us to begin Godly Play together.

About Godly Play

Godly Play is a creative, hands-on way for children to explore Bible stories and faith. Through story-
telling, art, and quiet reflection, kids are invited to wonder, ask questions, and make the stories their
own. The classroom is set up as a welcoming, peaceful space where each child’s ideas and experi-
ences are valued.

Summer Sunday School Schedule

June 7 — Gathering & Belonging
e Classroom:Decorate a “Sunday Bag” for church work.
eHome:Decorate a matching bag for home.
Purpose: A special bag helps children feel they belong and honors their work as important.
June 14 — Sacred Space
e Classroom:Make a felt or fabric mat for our quiet space.
e Home:Mini “sacred space kit” (fabric square, small cross/stone) goes home.
Purpose:Sacred spaces help us listen for God. Children learn to find quiet and wonder anywhere.
June 21 — Listening & Stillness
e Classroom:Decorate a “listening stone” for our basket.
e Home:Make a listening stone for home.
Purpose: Godly Play values silence and listening. Stones help children settle and listen for God’s
voice.
June 28 — No Sunday School/Outdoor Service at Hudson Spring’s Park
e Father’s Day Celebration and Fun Color Run for kids and youth!
July 5 — Storytelling
e Classroom: Create a simple figure for our story basket.
e Home:Take home a character of a person who is special to them.
Purpose: Simple materials help children enter Bible stories with their senses and imagination.

6




Summer Sunday School Schedule continued....

July 12 — Creative Response

e Classroom: Add to a group mural or collage (start of a year long project).

e Home:Receive materials to start one at home with crafts from school/home projects.
Purpose: Art allows children to wonder and express what matters most to them.

July 19 — Sensory Bottles

e Classroom: Make a sensory bottle for our prayer space.

e Home:Make a matching sensory bottle for prayer or quiet time at home.

Purpose:Sensory bottles help children calm their bodies, focus, and rest in God’s presence.
July 26 — Caring for Creation/Community

e Classroom:Decorate a plant pot and plant seeds together.

e Home:Bring home a small plant or cup with seeds and soil.

Purpose:Tending a living thing teaches care, patience, and the wonder of God’s creation.
August 2 — Blessing & Celebration

e Classroom: Add handprints or names to a blessing banner.

e/Home:Receive a “blessing bag” (felt hearts, blessing notes).

Purpose:We end with blessing so every child knows they are loved by God and by this community.

Call for Sunday School Volunteers
We’re looking for one volunteer to help with Sunday School each Sunday this Summer. Everything will
be set up when you arrive. Volunteers just join in, spend time with the kids, and help out as needed. If

you’d like to sign up or have any questions, email Megan at mmorfordbrown@christchurchhudson.org.

\l 7/
CHRIST CHURCH HUDSON ™= -~

FAMILY + YOUTH EVENTS summer

JUNE 6: FARMERS MARKET KICK-OFF
Decorate your own canvas bag and enjoy treats as we welcome back the Farmers
Market.

JUNE 28: FATHER'S DAY AT THE PARK

Dads, grandpas, and father figures—join us for a Father’s Day celebration and a
short, fun color run! Bring a t-shirt you don’t mind getting colorful (extras
provided if needed). More details soon!

JULY 12 (AFTER CHURCH): VBS SET BUILDING (4TH-6TH GRADERS)
Stay after church to help build sets for this year’s Vacation Bible School.

JULY 26 (AFTER CHURCH): VBS SET DESIGN (7TH-12TH GRADERS)
Older youth can help design and build “Puppet Palooza” sets for VBS.
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COMMUNI TY HAPPENI NGS
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Christ Church is on the Hudson Home & Garden Tour

For the first time since 1996, Christ Church is on the Hudson Home & Garden Tour,
one of the nation’s longest running Home & Garden Tours. Our Memorial Garden
will be featured on June 12 from 10am-7pm and June 13 from 10am-4pm.

We are in need of people to direct visitors to parking areas, the Memorial Garden,
and to check tickets. Shifts are an hour and a half long. To help contact Kathy Garber
at kathy.garber@christchurchhudson.org, scan the QR Code, or sign up
at https://tinyurl.com/CCEGardenTour, [=]

If you are interested in touring the other homes and gardens (our own
Dede Klein’s home is also a stop on the tour), tickets can be purchased =]
at https://hudsonhomeandgardentour.org/tickets-3649 .

g
y’

™

Hudson Farmers Market Kickoff
HUDSON Saturday, June 6 at 9:30 AM

FA R M E R S Join us for coffee and refreshments in the parish hall before
heading over to the Hudson Farmer's Market for its opening day.
M A R K ET Park in our lot, grab a cup of coffee, and enjoy a sure sign that
summer has officially arrived. Children and teens are invited to
decorate canvas bags to take along for their market shopping.

PEANUT BUTTER & JELLY BRIGADE Monthly Collections for the

d "

o A )
for the Hudson Food Pantry each month. The Food
Pantry is requesting 45 jugs of detergent, or packs of

Hudson Food Pantry

Christ Church continues to provide laundry detergent

pods/sheets by June 24 for the next distribution.

PB & J WITH A PURPOSE In addition to our monthly collection of detergent,

the Food Pantry is requesting donations of canned

Please join the Outreach Committee in the Parish || tuna, salmon, and chicken this month. Donated
Hall at 10:00 AM on June 20 as we come together items can be placed in the white wooden box in the
to make 300 peanut butter and jelly sandwiches coat room. Thank you!

for the unhoused ministry out of St. Bernard’s
Church in Akron. We urge anyone and everyone
to volunteer at some point, for every month we
will put out the call to get to know each other,
get sticky, and do good! For more information,
contact Judy Brookhart at judyots@gmail.com.
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Dakota Renteria

Dakota Renteria will be graduating
from Baldwin Wallace University with

a Bachelor of Music in Music Theatre.
Immediately after school, Dakota will
be playing guitar for the Riverside Ram-
blers at the Silver Dollar City Showboat

in Branson, Missouri!

Abby Horn

Abby Horn graduated from the Baldwin Wallace Conservatory -of Music with a degree in Voice Perfor-
mance and.an emphasis in Musical Theatre. She is headed to New York City this August to pursue a
career in Broadway and contemporary opéra. I’m incredibly grateful for the past year I’ve spent at
Christ Church and for the wonderful community of people I’ve gotten to know here!

Griffin Vaughn
Griffin Vaughn graduated from Western
Reserve Academy on May 24th. He has
been accepted into The Farmer School
of Business at Miami University in the
fall, where he will study finance.

Aki Lasher

Aki Lasher graduated from Baldwin Wallace
University with a Bachelor of Music in Vocal
Performance. She will be attending San Fran-
cisco Conservatory of Music and working to-
wards her master's degree this fall.

Lydia Nall

Lydia Nall graduated from
the University of Akron,
earning a master of music
in voice performance. She
will be taking a gap year and
continuing to sing here at
Christ Church Episcopal
before applying fora PhD
in musicology.

Jacob Zingery

Jacob Zingery graduated from The University of Akron as a Vocal Perfor-
mance Major with a Composition Minor. He will be attending Temple
University in Philadelphia pursuing a Vocal Performance Master's degree.
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otes Director of Musie

Mario Buchanan

Director of Music and Organist
mario.buchanan@christchurchhudson.org

Photo credit: Andrew Le

Friends,

As the choir prepares for their regular summer hiatus, | would like to thank them for their ministry. It
really takes a village to run these choirs, from many hours of practice to procession order before each
service. All of it takes time and thought. We are so fortunate to be enriched regularly by both choirs’
fruits. Could you imagine it any other way, a service without music? Without choir? Oh my! If you see a
choir member, thank them. They work hard, mostly behind the scenes, to enliven our worship. The last
Sunday of the Adult Choir season is Trinity Sunday, May 31°.

We also had a few chorister promotions on May 3! In our RSCM program, choristers complete work-
books and testing to get different achievement levels. These include topics such a musicianship, pitch
matching, liturgy, and theology. The first level is the White Level, where a probationer becomes a full
member of the choir. They receive their white surplice to wear over their red cassock. Congrats to Car-
oline, Violet, and Chip!

| am excited to welcome back the Ascent Chamber Music Festival again this summer. They have ex-
panded the number of concerts at Christ Church and all are free of charge and open to the public. Keep
on the lookout for promotional materials about upcoming concerts. Please consider coming!

We will have a few pick-up choir opportunities this summer. If you have ever had an interest in joining
the choir, please consider joining us. We rehearse before the service an easy anthem, then sing the
service. It is low stress and super fun, please see the announcement next month for specific dates.

Finally, in the summer months | urge all of you to sing loud and proud in the pews. The most important
choir in the church is the congregation. As Samuel Wesley said in his Directions for Singing, “Sing lusti-
ly and with good courage. Beware of singing as if you were half dead, or half asleep; but lift up your
voice with strength. Be no more afraid of your voice now, nor more ashamed of its being heard, than
when you sung the songs of Satan.” Luckily, we beat down Satan every week!

Blessings,

Mario

10



mailto:mario.buchanan@christchurchhudson.org

ASCENTMUSIC

2026 Summer Concert Series
June 16th - July 10th

World-class Artist-Faculty and brilliant Rising Artists from all over the world descend on Hudson for

5 weeks of live classical music throughout the Hudson community including 5 concerts at Christ
Church!

A list of all events and more information about Ascent can be found at https://ascentmusic.org.

Thanks to sponsors, all Ascent Summer Concert Series events are free and open to the public.
Donations are welcome to support the artists and programming—a suggested contribution of $20
per person helps keep these concerts thriving and accessible to all.

Faculty Artists Series Cello Virtuosity: The Galvin Cello Quartet
Christ Church Episcopal/Tuesday, June 16th at 7:00pm

Faculty Artists Series Toward the Infinite: Schubert’s Cello Quintet
Christ Church Episcopal/Tuesday, June 23rd at 7:00pm

Faculty Artists Series Catalyst Quartet: Cinematic Refuge
Christ Church Episcopal/Sunday, June 28th at 4:00pm

Faculty Artists Series Brahms: Tenderness and Fire
Christ Church Episcopal/Tuesday, June 30th at 7:00pm

Faculty Artists Series Hudson, Heritage & Harmony
Christ Church Episcopal/Sunday, July 5th at 4:00pm
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In the Spotlight

Get to Know Rowan Silverberg Wehrmann

Our spotlight person of the month is Rowan Silverberg Wehrmann.
Eileen Gaston helps us to get to know a little bit more about Rowan
and her family. We hope you will get to know her, too!

Rowan Silverberg Wehrmann is fairly new to Christ Church. She was in the large group confirmed, received,
and baptized in October 2024 by our new bishop. You will find her life story quite interesting!

She grew up in University Heights in a family that was culturally Jewish although not active in a temple. When
Rowan went to church with Catholic friends, she felt at home with the liturgy and music. ‘Nourished,’ to use
her word. After high school in Cleveland Heights, she attended Temple University in Philadelphia, majoringin
music, primarily flute. In her twenties, she was a freelance flutist in Philly and Ithaca, NY, performing in musi-
cal groups of all kinds: classical, folk, jazz, even reggae.

After returning to Ohio and deciding on a career shiftin 1991, Rowan began teaching yoga, doing massage
therapy, and developing programs in stress management at Progressive Insurance’s on-site clinic for employ-
ees and their families. In 2012, she decided to pursue graduate studies at Saybrook University’s College of In-
tegrative Medicine and Health Science (Pasadena, CA) where she earned a master’s and Ph.D. degree. Ro-
wan’s currently works as a Learning & Development Consultant at Progressive, where she supports people in
the Legal organization to build skills in collaboration, communication, decision-making, and strategic thinking.
She’s been at Progressive for over thirty years (now remotely) and still loves it!

When Rowan moved back to Ohio, she began attending St. Cecilia’s Catholic church, where she was baptized
in 2007. After it was closed, she worshipped at St. Noel’s in Willoughby Hills.

Then in 2018, she met Rick Wehrmann, an engineer living in Hudson. They were married in their backyard in
October 2020. That was an interesting time for a new marriage. Just ask Allison and Jake Phillips. 10/10/2020
for both!

While Christ Church was available only remotely, Rowan became a faithful participant. As soon as we were
‘live,” Rowan approached Mario about joining the choir. After a friendly welcome on her first visit, she was in
the choir stalls on her second Sunday. (Personal note: as a fellow alto, | am very pleased to have her musical
expertise right next to me.) You may have enjoyed Rowan’s flute during performances at Sunday services. Hey,
Mario! Maybe a jazz or reggae duo next time?

Rowan’s family was passionate about social justice. As a child and teenager, she joined her parents and other
social justice activists in the Civil Rights and anti-Vietnam War movements. Later, she became an active pro-
ponent of women’s and LGBT+ liberation. Rowan continues to be motivated to advocate for others.

Another interesting detail: Rowan has a son (first marriage) named Nehemiah Stark. He is an accomplished
cinematographer who won an Emmy in 2016. Because he travels frequently, the Emmy lives on Rowan’s man-
telin Hudson.

In her spare time, she likes to hike, meditate, bicycle, practice yoga, and frolic with her two dogs, Seamus and
Jessee.

Her goals for our church are to maintain a strong musical program and to increase our commitments to edu-
cation and social justice. She has a film + discussion she’d like to share in the near future. Thanks, Rowan, for
your music and more!
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There has been quite a bit happening at Christ Church over the past few
months i Holy Week, a Celebration of New Ministry, a Burial Service, i
Baptisms, a Wedding, and an all day Regional Gathering and Confirmation
Servicefi not to mention the installation of a new AC unit and new carpet | .
in the church. Phew!

Tinankful

There are so many people that helped with all of the above listed events ‘F@@UM
and projects, along with the regular week to week tasks that happen \
behind the scenes and often go unnoticed, and we are grateful for all of you

Thank you to our hardworking hospitality team who never fail to put on a wonderful spread of food and
beverages whenever the call goes out. To the Altar and Flower Guilds, Worship Assistants, Ushers, Chair
Members, AV Assistants, Coffee Hour Hosts, Sunday School Teachers, Counters, Office Volunteers, and
anyone else that we have forgotten to mention.

A special shoutout to all who where involved in helping with the new carpet installation prep and getting
things back together in the church afterwardsi  Guy Wylie, Dot Lang, Ellen Turner, Dick Peller, Jim
Lang, John Longenecker, Len Harrison, Malcolm Robbie, and Chris Guglielmi.

' LJINAf +S&0NRB aSSay3

e The Vestry met on April 28, opening with Fr. Charlie leading a
reflection on the Orthodox tradition of praying with icons.

e Fr. Charlie reported that Sunday attendance is averaging 139 in
2026, continuing the parish's growth trend. Holy Week was en-
couraging: Palm Sunday drew 160, Easter 276, and Good Friday
94 — up significantly from 69 in 2025, aided by the addition of a
noon service. Three adults were baptized at Easter, and at the
April 21st Celebration of New Ministry, three were confirmed
and three received. Building updates include new sanctuary
carpet the week of May 20 and the near-completion of the new
air conditioning system. Megan Morford-Brown has made a
strong start as Youth Minister and Sunday School Director, with
summer VBS — "Puppet Palooza" — already planned for August
5th-7th.

e Treasurer Ann Kirk reported that March was financially difficult,
with a $77,000 decline in investment fair market value, though
April has seen improvement. Ann and Parish Administrator
Kathy Garber have put in significant extra hours orienting the
new accounting firm, Millette and Company, and the Vestry ex-
pressed warm thanks to both. The diocesan audit is scheduled
for mid-May. Through March, pledge income stands at
$287,670, well ahead of the year-to-date budget of $122,454.

e Much of the meeting was devoted to preparation for the May 2
Vestry Retreat and Mutual Ministry Review — a diocese-guided
process in which clergy and lay leadership reflect on parish life,
celebrate strengths, and set shared goals for the year ahead.
The Vestry noted that fully funding the music director's salary
will be a priority in the coming year, and that stewardship edu-
cation will be an ongoing focus.

e The Vestry will meet next on June 23 at 6:00 pm.

Thank you to Drew Le for taking the beautiful
pictures at the Celebration of New Ministry!
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