THE COMMUNICANT
Christ Church Episcopal

A ministry of the Diocese of Ohio

Seeking to be a welcoming community of faith, grounded
in the gospel of Jesus Christ, serving Hudson and beyond.
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As we enter the season of Advent, we look ahead with joyful anticipation to the mystery which is Christ’s birth.
Please join us each Sunday as we light the Advent candles and prepare the manger to welcome the baby Jesus.
There will be many opportunities at Christ Church to live into this beautiful season.

The Rev. Peter Faass is teaching a 4-week Adult Forum entitled, “Let Every Heart Prepare.” It begins on Sunday,
December 1 and continues through Sunday, December 22. The class will meet in the Parish Hall at 9 a.m. and
consider meditations based on Advent and Christmas hymns.

Mario Buchanan will lead the choir in a service of Advent Lessons and Carols on Saturday, December 14 at 5 p.m.
The service will feature readings, special choral music, and Advent hymns.

On the fourth Sunday of Advent, December 22, our children will present the annual Christmas Pageant under
the direction of Sarah Bhatia. Of course, the camel will make an appearance!

Christmas Eve services will be held at 5 p.m. and 10:30 p.m. The 5 p.m. service is family friendly and features
our Young Choristers. The Festive 10:30 p.m. service will include lovely music by the Adult Choir. We encourage
everyone to bring an offering of baby food to each service to be donated to Hope and Healing, a shelter for
women and children.

In the midst of this busy season, may we all find moments of stillness to prepare to receive the Christ child into
our hearts. May we, who know His love, remember those who are lonely or suffering, hungry or homeless. And
may we always give thanks for the Christian companionship we share at Christ Church.

Greg Daniels, Senior Warden
Pam Zuhl, Junior Warden

Total dollars Pledge dollars Pledge dollars
pledged expected/budgeted received
Ple dge Up date for 2024 year to date year to date
$450,918
$519,385 $476,102 Includes pledges
prepaid in 2023

Year-End Financial Gifts to Christ Church

Just a reminder that all gifts to Christ Church are due in the office by
December 31 in order to claim them on your 2024 taxes. When plan-
ning your financial gift of stock or bonds to Christ Church, please
contact the office so that we may assist you with proper procedures
and documentation needed to ensure you are credited for your gift
and to direct your gift to the appropriate account. Thank you!
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An Update from the Search Committee
Dear Members of Christ Church,

As we move through this beautiful fall season and approach the joyous celebration of the birth of Jesus, we
hope you are filled with a sense of joy and anticipation. We are writing to provide an update on our search
process for a new rector.

We are currently conducting virtual interviews over Zoom, which we anticipate concluding by early to mid-
December. Following these interviews, the Search Committee will meet to determine our finalists.

Remaining Steps in the Search Process:

e Background Checks: The diocese will conduct comprehensive background checks on the finalists.
e [n-Person Meetings: The Search Committee will meet with the finalists and their families in person
to deepen our understanding of their suitability for our church.

Recommendation to the Vestry: After prayerful deliberation, the committee will recommend a final candidate to
the vestry for consideration and approval.

Thank you for your continued prayers during this time at Christ Church. If you have any questions or concerns,
please feel free to contact the Chair of the Search Committee, James Boazzo, via email at

jamesboazzo@yahoo.com or by cell phone at 216-440-3278.

Blessings,

The Search Committee

James Boazzo Marcie Harvey Jenny Walvoord
Janet Daniels Emily Longenecker Guy Wylie
Theresa Edwards Dave McCallops

— MARK YOUR

Hi CALENDARS

2025 Budget Forum: January 12 at 9am
2025 Annual Meeting: January 19

Following a shortened 10:30 service, the congregation will remain in the church for a brief Annual
Meeting to elect vestry members, approve the 2025 budget, and hear a few short reports. Sarah
Bhatia will have an activity for children and the nursery will be open. A hearty coffee hour will
follow the meeting.
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Sunday Morning

Advent Adult Forum

December 1, 8, 15, & 22
9:00—10:00 a.m. in the Parish Hall
The Rev. Peter Faass, facilitator

Let Every Heart Prepare
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“For centuries the words
and poetry of our hymns
have spoken deeply to us.
Many people, in fact, find
that what is heard in po-
etry and music sinks deep-
er into the soul than does
ordinary prose. And so it
is to the beautiful season-
al hymns that Barbara
Cawthorne Crafton turns
for inspiration for daily

Let Every
Heart Prepare

Meditations for Advent and Christmas
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FAITH FORMATION OFFERINGS FOR CHILDREN AND YOUTH
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. DECENMBER
' Faith Formation

December 1st
ePageant Rehearsal during the 10:30 Service
eLego Church at 4:30 pm in Parish Hall
eYouth Group at 4:30 pm in the Youth Room

December 8th
i ePageant Rehearsal during the 10:30 Service

December 14th
eAdvent Lessons and Carols at 5:00 pm

December 15th
ePageant Rehearsal during the 10:30 Service
eYouth Group at 4:30 pm in the Youth Room
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Youth Group meets on the 1% and 3™ Sundays for fellow-

" December 21st ship, faith formation, and food! It is an opportunity for
= ePageant Dress Rehearsal at 9:00 am students in grades 6-12 to explore faith formation topics,
! December 22nd build close relationships with their peers, and discover
] ) how to navigate their world in the light and love of
ePageant during the 10:30 Service Christ. Keep an eye out for outreach and service events
December 24th throughout the year as well.

oChristmas Eve Family Service at 5:00 pm
December 29th
oChildren’s Chapel during the 10:30 Service

e : \ - e
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During the 10:30 service, our 3-year-olds through 2nd Graders will

join Sarah Bhatia or a volunteer during the Gloria at the front of the
church and return to their families at the Peace. We use the Godly

THE FIRST SUNDAY OF THE MONTH Play curriculum, which is a Montessori-based program, to explore
DURING THE 10:30 SERVICE. Bible stories and wonder together as we explore and build our faith.
£ oA x o . s W
&ABRGDI T OAOO ﬁ 8=/
TT-RAOE 301 AAUO (We Bl n@ tedt in petehb®)E |
Faith Explorers Sunday School meets at 10:15 on the Lower Level. PN .
We have two age groups: PreK-2nd and 3rd-5th. This year, we will ) . £\ N
be using lllustrated Ministry's Mini Revolutions curriculum. This P2 ' 20
lectionary-based curriculum uses scripture, activities, micropractic- , (
es, and prayer to help each person embrace their own mini revolu- FAITH EXP'.“RERS SUNDAY SCHOOL
o ¢ ONTHE 2ND-5TH SUNDAYS EACH NONTH :




Children’s

10:30am 22 Dec 2024

Everyone is welcome!  Christ Church Episcopal

CHRISTMAS PAGEANT
DECEMBER 22nd at 10:30am

Our annual Christmas pageant is here! Sarah, our
children and our youth are working hard to bring the
Nativity story to life. Please mark your calendars and
plan to join us for this special service. The pageant
will be during 10:30 service on December 22.

/8] i

LEGO CHURCH & SUPPER
Sunday, December 1st at 4:30 p.m.

On the first Sunday of each month we gather in the
Parish Hall to unleash our creativity and engage with
familiar Bible stories in new ways. Legos are for

all ages and will allow you to explore your faith in a
creative way. After a brief, imaginative service, we
will enjoy a home cooked meal together. Please sign
up to attend at https://tinyurl.com/LegoChurch2425 .

Pageant Dress Rehearsal

On December 21, we will meet at 9:00 in the church
for dress rehearsal. This rehearsal is mandatory as
we need all children
to know what they
are doing the day of
the pageant and to
be as prepared as
possible so they can
have as much fun as
possible. Rehearsal
will end at 11:00.

-

¥

Uouth
December
Events

e Holiday Game and Prizes! S :/
e Family Holiday Recipe Swap

December 1: Youth Group at 4:30

December 15: Youth Group at 4:30
e Ugly Sweater Contest
e Favorite Things Gift Exchange
(810 limit on gift that represents
one of your favorite things)

CONTACT SARAH BHATIA FOR MORE
INFORMATION AND TO SIGN UP:
SBHATIA@CHRISTCHURCHHUDSON.ORG
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From
the

Music
Director

Mari o Buchanan
Director of Music and Or ga
mario.buchanan@christchurchhudson.org

Photo credit: Andrew Le

Dear Friends,

| so look forward to Advent every year. What about Advent, you ask? Technically there are only twelve days of
Christmas, and as you might have guessed, none of them are in November. In our church calendar, we have four
Sundays of Advent (in Roman times, there were six weeks of Advent) and only a couple Sundays of Christmas.
You may think, “That’s it?” but yes that IS it.

History lesson: The word “advent” comes from the Latin adventus meaning “coming”. It symbolizes the Second
Coming of Christ. For a thousand years, Christians have spoken of three comings of Christ: at Bethlehem, in our
hearts and minds, and in the glory of the end times. Advent is a time of anticipation and waiting for the coming
of Christ. One change that will happen this Advent is all of us will be chanting part of the Eucharistic Prayer
called the Sursum Corda. What is that, you might ask? It is the very beginning of the Eucharistic service where
the Priest asks “Lift up your hearts”, which is where we get the term Sursum Corda. There is nothing to be afraid
of in chant! Chant is not a performance; it is another form of praying. Sometimes when | chant parts | have spo-
ken for a long time, it allows me to see the text in a new light. Peter and | hope that you will see the Eucharistic
service in a new light.

| am so excited about our Advent Lessons and Carols Service on Saturday, December 14" at 5 pm. It is a festive
service: great choral music sung by our Adult Choir, big hymns, descants, etc. It is also a time for us to sit and
reflect on the beauty of the scripture readings in Advent. | do hope you will be there and bring a friend! It is a
wonderful service you will not want to miss.

So | ask: what does Advent mean for you? Maybe, like Lent, we examine our own lives and see what we can do
to be better followers of Christ. | ask myself each year: do | really need that new [insert electronic device here]?
Is Christmas really about giving expensive presents to my friends who are already financially stable? What if |
gave that money to someone less fortunate than me or is there a local soup kitchen that needs volunteers?

When | go to the store and see that 1,000th reindeer on the shelf and that blow-up elf for my front lawn, | am
reminded that Jesus had none of these. Jesus didn’t have a comfy bed, an electric space heater, or a cashmere
coat. Instead, he had the love of others to welcome him into this world. May you all have a blessed Advent
season. | so look forward to seeing you at Advent Lessons and Carols on Saturday, December 14",

All my best,

Mario

L N i
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Advent Lessons and Carols FEATURED HYMN OF THE MONTH

Where is This Stupendous Stranger?
Text by Christopher Smart

1.Where is this stupendous Stranger?
Prophets, shepherds, kings, advise!
Lead me to my Master's manger,
show me where my Savior lies.

2. O most Mighty, O most Holy,
far beyond the seraph’s thought,
are you then so mean and lowl

as unheeded prophets thought?

3. Oh, the magnitude of meekness!
worth from worth immortal sprung!
O, the strength of infant weakness,

if eternal is so young!

The Christ Church Adult Choir leads us in a service .
) ) . 4, God all bounteous, all creative,
of readings, special choral music, and Advent hymns. whom our sins could not dissuade,

! : . ou have come to be a native
Come and enjoy this season of Advent with us! Y the very world you made,

2024 CHRISTMAS FLOWER DONATIONS

Christmas flower donations for the church are welcome from all
i celebration, as a memorial, or in thanksgiving.

Your gift will be noted 1n the Christmas Eve bulletins provided the necessary information
1s received 1n the church office by Monday, December 16th. Please return with your
check payable to Christ Church with “Christmas Flowers” on the memo line to the office

********************************************************************

NAME(S): AMOUNT:

As a memorial to... In celebration of... In thanksgiving for...
(please circle one of the above and provide the details below)
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@SECEMBER

BIRTHDAYS

Suzanne Lund ~ 12/1

Julie Ridgway ~ 12/2

Peter Ryerson ~ 12/3
Mario Buchanan ~ 12/4

Pam McCallops ~ 12/11
Olivia Robinson ~12/13

Jim Gray ~ 12/14
Kevin Cicen ~ 12/15
Julie Merritt ~ 12/16
James Dalton ~ 12/17
Cindy Frisby ~ 12/17

Rebecca Rogers ~ 12/22
John Longenecker ~ 12/22

Kathy Garber ~ 12/23
Karen Myers ~ 12/24
Jay Bixby ~ 12/28
Jacob Phillips ~ 12/28
Marcie Harvey ~ 12/29

Betsy Redmond ~ 12/29

Tom Harvey ~ 12/31

DECEMBER

iz~ ANNIVERSARIES

Ted & Susan Mailey ~ 12/10
Fern & John MacMillan ~ 12/26

Births:

FOR THEe REC RD
Deaths: Christine Van Buren

Isabel Jane Longenecker

é. Our wonder f ul Nove

é. Cathy Agnor & Pam L 9=

e. Al'l who came out to ring
€. Our wonderful Giving Tree |[EIlvV
€. Al'l who donated yams for

l-\--

Notes of thanks t b 1

RuthAnne Belton, Ellen Turner, Sallie Bear,
Susan Arnold, Tina Monreal, Bob Zuhl, and
Pam Zuhl

for Dennis Hido
e
supper for Lego Church and Youth Group in November

€. Midge Karam and The Wester|n

of their timpani for Al Sal
and Malcolm Robbie for helping to transport it.

Adult Forums
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November Vestry Meeting Highlights V\\/’

e The vestry met on November 19 at 6:00 p.m.

o |t was reported that The Rev. Peter Faass will extend his time
with us through Easter 2025.
be available for pastoral emergencies and counseling appeoint
ments, as needed.

e Treasurer, Ann Kirk, reported that pledge receipts totaled
$46,000 in October leaving $93,000 still outstanding for the
year. A gift of $50,000 was received for the Endowment Fund.

e Theresa Edwards reported that the Search Committee is in the
interview stage with priests who have applied for our rector po-
sition.

¢ As of this meeting date, pledges for 2025 totaled $440,000,
about $80,000 less than was pledged for 2024. For 2025, the
shortfall can be bridged by monies not spent on rector compen
sation in 2024. It was noted that this is a ondime fix and that
carryover funds may not be available for the 2026 budget. A pr
gram of stewardship education was suggested.

e The Budget Forum will be held on Sunday, January 12 at 9:00
a.m. The Annual Meeting will be held on Sunday, January 19
after the 10:30 a.m. service.

e The next vestry meeting is Tuesday, December 17 at 6:00 p.m

O
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é. Rev. Pet er Faass and Tom Djuke
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Christ Church Episcopal
21 Aurora Street
Hudson, OH 4423¢

Phon®365-@359

On the Web:

www. christchurchhuldson. com
liFindlw on Facebolok!

https:// www. faceblook. com/
ChristChurchHudson

Clergy
The Rev. All an Belton, Priest
The Rev. Peter Faass | Priest
The Rev. Dr. Dani el Gr ossoehme, Priest
The Rev. Gretchen Green, Deacon
St aff
Kat hy Garber, Parish|Administrator
Kat hy. garber @hristchurchhudson. org
Mari o Buchanan, Director of Music/ Organi st
Mari o.buchanan@christchurchhudson. org
Sarah Bhati a, Director of Christian
Education and Youth Ministry,
Sbhatia@christchurchhudson. org
Susi e Vanaman, Parish Accountant
Svanaman@christchurchhudson. org
Russ Gaippe, Sexton
Norma Harbison, Housekeeping
Mar cena Brown, Housekeeping
Matt Baker, A/V Technician
Amber Lambing, Nursery Attenda . .
Lillian Ivey, Nurser Attendan . ° e " e . . :
.. . @ . e A . P
) . . . *
Vestry : . < e
Greg Daniels, Sr. Warden: ’ : ’
gk _daniels@hotmail.com H l‘d
Pam Zuhl, Jr. Warden Ol a,; 5
zuhl family@aol.com Off H
e
Sallie Bear lce ours ) —
Courtney Bixby -
Aheresa Edwards 24 DECEMBER 250ECEMBER
Tina Monreal 9AM-2PM CLOSED
Jacob Phillips
Mal col m Robbi e
DECEMBER 31 JANUARY
CLOSED 9AM-12PM
Christ Church |Hudson
is a Parish i the JANUARY
Epi scopal Diocesle of Ohi d CLOSED
www. dohi o. or|g . - o . .0 .
: T e,
[ ] . . .
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