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Rector’s Reflections

Dear Friends,
Advent is the counter-cultural season of preparation for the birth of the Christ Child. If you are new to the
Episcopal Church, you may be surprised that we do not sing Christmas hymns until Christmas Eve (with
the exception of the Children’s Christmas Pageant on December 23
). Our scripture readings during
Advent point us to the birth of the Messiah, but we don’t hear the actual story until Christmas Eve (with
the same exception). The Christmas decorations won’t go up until just before Christmas. We are called
to a season of preparation so that our hearts are ready to receive the baby Jesus when he arrives.
All of this is well and good, but what exactly are we to do to prepare for the birth of the Christ Child other
than just wait?
Here is one suggestion. We prepare for the birth of the Christ Child in our midst by being the love and joy
that the Christ Child brings. When we are out doing Christmas shopping and the line is long and slow, we
practice patience with those around us. We acknowledge the cashier who is struggling to keep up by thanking her by name. When we are wrapping gifts, we pray for those who will receive them. We prepare to
greet the Christ Child by treating everyone from fellow parishioners to total strangers as if that person bears
the Christ Child.
I believe that if we treat everyone we encounter with the love and joy of the Christ Child, our own hearts
will be prepared for the baby Jesus to arrive on Christmas Eve, and the world around us will look a bit more
like the world Jesus came to redeem. That will be a win-win for Advent!
Blessings,
Charlotte

Rector’s Contact Information:
Contact Charlotte by email at charlotte.reed@christchurchhudson.org, by phone in the church office:
330-650-4359, or by cell phone: 937-925-5200 (before 9pm please, unless it’s an emergency).
This number can also be used for text messages. Please give your name so Charlotte knows who is texting.

Mark your calendar now for these important dates in January!
2019 Budget Forum Meeting: January 6th at 9:00 a.m.
Bishop Hollingsworth Visit: January 13th
Christ Church Annual Meeting: January 20th at 9:15 a.m.
We will gather as a parish to elect new vestry members, hear a few brief reports, thank out-going vestry
members, and adopt the 2019 Christ Church budget. The Special Vestry Candidates Edition of The
Communicant will go out the first week of January.
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Open Door Coffee
December 5, 12 & 19

Wednesday, December 12 at 7:00 p.m.
Location: Rosewood Grill

Charlotte continues to hold office hours at Open Door
Coffee Company (164 N. Main Street) on Wednesdays from 9am-11am. Stop by for a chat.

Topic: If you could be any character in the

Christmas pageant, who would you be and why?

Laurel Lake Holy Eucharist and Lunch
Thursday, December 6 at 3:00 PM

Join us for good food and great conversation at
Rosewood Grill. We will meet for Compline at
the Gazebo at 6:45, weather permitting. RSVP to
330-650-4359 or
charlotte.reed@christchurchhudson.org.

All Christ Church residents of
Laurel Lake, and anyone else who
would like to join us, are invited to
gather at Laurel Lake’s Serenity
Chapel at 3:00 pm for Eucharist,
followed by a social hour in the
Greenwood Dining Room.
For more information or to RSVP (required for
social hour, but not for Eucharist), please contact
Deacon Gretchen Green at ghg2@aol.com .

Healing Service in the Chapel
Thursday, December 6 at 9:30 a.m.

Evening Prayer
December 6,13, & 20
Once a month (typically the first Thursday), a
healing service is offered at 9:30 a.m. in the
chapel for anyone who would like to ask prayers
for themselves or others. The service includes
Holy Eucharist. Please join us for this quiet, yet
powerful, service.

Allie Heeter leads Evening Prayer on
Thursdays at 6:45 p.m. in the church
sanctuary. This will be a weekly worship that follows the Evening Prayer
daily office from the Book of Common
Prayer. Please contact Allie at
adeanheet@gmail.com with questions.

YOGA CLASS
Monday Mornings at 9:00
in Parish Hall
December 5, 12, & 19th

with Allie
December 7 & 21

Monday morning yoga classes continue this month in the Parish Hall.
Join certified yoga instructor Kay Powers for a free, gentle, mindful
yoga class designed to increase strength and flexibility, while releasing
tension, reducing stress and promoting relaxation. Classes are suitable
for all levels, especially beginners and those with some yoga experience.
Please bring a yoga mat.
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Join Allie Heeter at Open
Door Coffee Co. on Fridays
from 2-5:00 pm for some
coffee, tea, scones, muffins,
or just come to chat about
what is going on in your life!

Mario Buchanan
Director of Music and Organist

mario.buchanan@christchurchhudson.org

Greetings this Advent Season,
Starting in late September, I am bombarded with Christmas decorations on the store shelves and even
radio stations playing Christmas music starting in November! I don’t know about you, but I feel stores
put out decorations earlier and earlier each year. All of this Christmas makes me continually checking
the calendar saying, “Surely it isn’t THAT CLOSE!?” This may cause us to forget all of the “lesser” holidays
that come before Christmas, like All Saints Day, Thanksgiving, All Souls Day, Christ the King Sunday, and
so on. It’s almost as if all of these Christmas decorations and festive music tell the average person
“Christmas is more important than the other holidays coming up.”
Well, what about Advent?
Technically there are only twelve days of Christmas, and as you might have guessed, none of them are in
November. In our church calendar, we have four Sundays of Advent (In Roman times, there were six
weeks of Advent) and only a couple Sundays of Christmas. You may think, “That’s it?” but yes that IS it.
History lesson: The word “advent” comes from the latin adventus meaning “coming” and it symbolizes
the Second Coming of Christ. For a thousand years, Christians have spoken of three comings of Christ:
at Bethlehem, in our hearts and minds, and in the glory of the end times. Advent is a time of anticipation
and waiting for the coming of Christ.
So I ask: what does Advent mean for you? Maybe, like Lent, we examine our own lives and see what we
can do to be better followers of Christ. Do you really need that new [insert electronic device here]? Is
Christmas really about giving expensive presents to those who are already financially stable? How about
giving that money to someone less fortunate that you or is there a local soup kitchen that needs volunteers?
When you go to the store and see that 1,000th reindeer on the shelf and that blow-up elf for your front
lawn, remember that Jesus had none of these. Jesus didn’t have a comfy bed, an electric space heater, or
a cashmere coat. Instead, he had the love of others to welcome him into this world.
May you all have a blessed Advent season.
All my best,

Mario
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December is a fun month for children at Christ Church. Our Christmas Paegant will be on
December 23rd! Rehearsals will be held during Sunday School on December 2, 9, and 16.
Contact Courtney Bixby for more information regarding the pageant.
Please pay close attention to the dates below as our schedule is quite different this month.
DECEMBER CHRISTIAN EDUCATION CALENDAR

December 23rd
• Pageant during the 10:30 Service

December 2nd
• Episcopal Youth Community at 9:30
• Middle School Sunday School at 9:30
• Pageant Rehearsal and Sunday School
PreK– 5th Grade at 10:15

December 30th
• NO SUNDAY SCHOOL
Mark Your Calendars Now!

December 9th
• Middle School Sunday School at 9:30
• Pageant Rehearsal and Sunday School
PreK– 5th Grade at 10:15

VBS 2019 is August 5-9th 9:00am-12:00pm.

December 16th
• Episcopal Youth Community at 9:30
• Middle School Sunday School at 9:30
• Pageant Rehearsal and Sunday School
PreK– 5th Grade at 10:15

Young Choristers
We had our two information sessions about the Young Choristers Program this past
month, with some good response! Thank you to all of you that came to the sessions and
were interested! If you did not come, I hope that you will get in touch with me and we
can talk more.
I sent out to parents the powerpoint presentation that I complied over email (let me
know if you didn’t receive it) and a video from Annie Greer about how the Young Choristers program at Christ
Church impacted her when she was in it will be posted on the church website.
Please keep a close eye on your email and Christ Church announcements for upcoming information about when
rehearsals will start/rehearsal schedule. I hope we can have many young singers join us. Even if you don’t
think it is right for you, I encourage you to come to a rehearsal and experience it yourself! Thanks so much and
we will stay in touch!
Best,
Mario
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First Sunday Bible Study: 1 Corinthians
Sunday, December 2 at 9am in the Parish Hall
Join Charlotte in the Parish Hall for a discussion on 1 Corinthians, chapters
1-8. We’ll talk about Paul’s pet peeves (including his annoyance with church
potlucks
). Participants are asked to read 1 Corinthians 1-8 before coming
to the class. Contact Charlotte at charlotte. Reed@christchurchhudson.org
with questions.

By-laws/Code of Regulations Review Meeting
December 16 at 9:00 a.m. in Parish Hall
Join us for a Parish Meeting on December 16 at 9am to review the new Christ Church
By-laws/Code of Regulations that we will vote on at the Annual Meeting on January
20. All parishioners are strongly encouraged to attend this important meeting so we
understand what we are being asked to vote on at the Annual Meeting.
Questions? Contact Bob Zuhl at robertzuhl@gmail.com.

Breakfast Theology/Pancake Breakfast
December 9 at 9am in the Parish Hall
Come hungry and generous!
This month, in place of Breakfast Theology, Christ
Church members are invited to join The First Presbyterian Church of Hudson for
a Pancake Breakfast in Parish Hall on December 9. The breakfast is in support of the church's Puerto Rico
Mission (.27 Dec'18-- 2 Jan'19). Money raised will go directly to the people —in support of their country's
reconstruction efforts-- both spiritually and structurally. Currently, 10 members of FPCH will take part in
the effort. Breakfast will be "served" beginning at 8:30 am until 12:00 pm & will feature pancakes, sausage,
a variety of Fruit, coffee, & OJ. Donations will be gladly accepted to raise funds for the Puerto Rico
Mission.

Monday Morning Bible Study

Because we are all busy preparing to greet the
child Christ this Advent season, there will be
no Books & Bagels meeting in December. I look
forward to greeting you all with a new book come
the new year.
-Allie Heeter

Monday mornings at 8:00 am
This group gathers in the Christ Church library and
looks at the gospel reading for the upcoming Sunday.
Questions? Contact Jim Lang at
jlang@progressive-marketing.com .
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Christ Church Christmas Pageant: Sunday, December 23 at 10:30 a.m.
It is time to begin planning our annual Christmas Pageant at Christ Church! This is such a highlight of the
holiday season for our church family. Everyone loves seeing the kids tell the story of Jesus’ birth. This year
the pageant will be on Sunday, December 23 at the 10:30 service. Toddlers through 5th grade are all welcome,
as are any middle schoolers and high schoolers who would like in on the fun! We will have five rehearsals.
Please contact Courtney Bixby at 330-618-3778 or cbixby@hotmail.com with questions or to sign up.

Sunday, December 2 - 10:15 (during Sunday School)
Sunday, December 9 - 10:15 (during Sunday School)
Sunday, December 16 - 10:15 (during Sunday School)
and 12:00 - 1:00 after church
(have your kids bring a sack lunch to eat)

Saturday, December 22 - 9:30 – 11:00
Sunday, December 23 - Pageant at 10:30 service

Boy Scout Troop 333
Christmas Tree Sale

The Greening of the Church
Sunday, December 23rd
Following the 10:30 service.
Many hands make light work, so
please plan to stay after church and
help prepare the church for Christmas.

Baby Diapers for the Domestic Violence Shelter in Akron
On Christmas Eve, you are invited to bring diapers
in size 5 or 6 to offer at the Creche during our ser
vices. The diapers will be given to families at the
Battered Women’s Shelter in Akron. For the 2:00
Taize service, please place the diapers at the Creche
when you come in. For the 5:00 and 8:00 services, please keep the
diapers with you when you come to the service and instructions will
be given for bringing them to the creche.
The Battered Women’s Shelter, headquartered at Akron’s Center for
Hope and Healing, is the only organization in Summit and Medina
counties responsible for providing emergency shelter and transitional
housing services to help victims escape from domestic violence and
transition to abuse-free life free. Each year they provide more than
20,000 overnight stays. And don’t let the name fool you, they serve
men too! Please join us in supporting this important organization.
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If you’re in the market for a
Christmas tree, you might consider purchasing one from Boy Scout
Troop 333, sponsored by Christ
Church. The Troop will sell precut trees through December 16
at the “Cabin on the Green” on
the corner of Routes 303 and 91.
Proceeds from the sale enable
the Troop to deliver a quality
scouting program in Hudson.

The 2018 Annual Diocesan Convention
November 9-10th

Christ Church Delegates were:
Sallie Bear, Courtney Bixby, and Dave McCallops

Our delegates have shared some of their reflections with us below.
The 202nd Annual Convention of the Episcopal Diocese opened Friday, November 9, 2018 at
Trinity Cathedral with a very moving Holy Eucharist and an official address by Bishop
Hollingsworth. The Bishop and Gay Jennings, President of the House of Deputies reviewed
the highlights of the General Convention held in Austin TX this last July. Gay was particularly enthusiastic about gender equity and justice among many other timely topics discussed in the life of the church. This is her final triennium in this leadership position.
Her spirit, humor and honesty make attending these meetings both fun and worthwhile.

Our very own Charlotte Collins Reed was elected to the prestigious Standing Committee.
I know Christ Church will be proud of her work for the Diocese over the next four years.
During the reports section of the convention, delegates discussed interest in increasing the
participation of the 18-30 year old group. It’s a good idea since the younger folks often bring
energy, new ideas and lots of hope!
- Sallie Bear

The convention was once again a wonderful experience with reminders throughout of how
we have been called to serve. We took care of necessary business including electing Charlotte
to the Standing Committee, other Diocesan council elections, as well as updates to canons
and policies. With General Convention having occurred only four months ago, we benefitted
from hearing about special task forces in place for the larger church. Some of these initiatives
included addressing environmental racism, racial justice, harassment and of course Bishop
Curry’s Way of Love campaign. One poignant quote Bishop Hollingsworth shared was from a
prayer vigil held after the Squirrel Hill shootings: “Why does it take tragedy to stand with
each other and to act together?” I found this to be particularly moving and a good reminder
of how we should live on a daily basis, not only when things are hard. On a personal note, I
met the Godson of my Grandparents, a fellow delegate from the St. Andrews parish in Toledo
where my father was confirmed. As you can imagine, this was an unbelievable and wonderful
surprise! You never know who you will meet when you simply strike up a friendly conversation!
- Courtney Bixby
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Convention Reflections continued…..

I had the privilege representing Christ Church as a delegate at the 202nd Annual Diocesan
Convention. The agenda was packed but everything was well organized such that we were
actually done early this year. There were a couple of resolutions that generated extensive
debate, but everyone was civil and polite, even when opinions differed. The most exciting
item for our parish is that our very own Charlotte was elected to the Standing Committee,
which is probably one of the most important diocesan committees as they provide counsel
with, and for the Bishop. Of the eight members (four clergy and four lay) we now have two
members on the Standing Committee, Charlotte and Greg Daniels (year 3 of his 4 year commitment). I want to thank the parish for allowing me to attend the convention.
- Dave McCallops

Thank you to….
….Dave McCallops, Courtney Bixby, and Sallie Bear who served as our
Diocesan Convention delegates
….Jeanne & Kevin McKinny who hosted Breakfast Theology in November
….Shirley Eells & Pam McCallops for serving lunch for the Inquirer’s Class
….Cathy Agnor & Pam McCallops for organizing The Giving Tree
….to all who made cookies & came to the Interfaith Thanksgiving Service

The Frosty 5 and Mistletoe Mile
Calling all Christ Church runners and walkers!
The Frosty 5 and Mistletoe Mile is Monday,
December 24 at 8:30am. The races begin on
the Green, so Christ Church will be open that morning beginning at 7:30. Restrooms will be available and you can
warm up in the Parish Hall before the event. The coffee
will be on, as will hot water for tea or cocoa. Please invite
your friends if they are looking for indoor restrooms and a
warm spot to hang out before the race.
If you would like to walk/run with your Christ Church
friends and family, please let Charlotte know so we can
determine a meeting place.
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CHRISTMAS FLOWERS

Donations for sanctuary flowers are welcome from individuals or families,
in celebration, as a memorial, or in thanksgiving.
Your gift will be noted in the Christmas Eve bulletins
provided the necessary information is received in the church office by

Wednesday, December 19th
**********************************************************************

Christ Church 2018 Christmas Floral Donation
NAME: ___________________________________ AMOUNT: _____________
As a memorial to…

In celebration of…

In thanksgiving for…

(please circle one of the above and provide the details below)
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________

Please return with your check
payable to Christ Church with “Christmas Flowers” on the memo line to the office by:
Wednesday, December 19th
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2019 Annual Giving Campaign

Suzanne Lund ~ 12/1
Julie Ridgway ~ 12/2
Peter Ryerson ~ 12/3
Cian Trainor ~ 12/3
Mario Buchanan ~ 12/4
Shanti Bhatia ~ 12/4
Terri Bortnik ~ 12/7
Trish Davis ~ 12/9
Amy Andrews ~ 12/11
Pam McCallops ~ 12/11
Jim Gray ~ 12/14
Ava Klespies ~ 12/14
Bob Madison ~ 12/14
Kevin Cicen ~ 12/15
James Dalton ~ 12/17
Thomas Hopper ~ 12/18
Bob Bush ~ 12/20
Karen Myers ~ 12/24
Silas Anglewicz ~ 12/26
Pam Bellin ~ 12/26
Joe Klespies ~ 12/27
Alexa Scheiferstein ~ 12/27
Jay Bixby ~ 12/28
Steve Greer ~ 12/28
Lucy Harvey ~ 12/28
Marcie Harvey ~ 12/29
Betsy Redmond ~ 12/29
John Stansbrey (100!) ~ 12/30
Kate Greer ~ 12/31

Many thanks to everyone who pledged for
2019 and for your commitment to Christ
Church. We have received 114 pledges
for a total of $467, 384. This includes 14
new pledges and 53 increased pledges!
Thank you for your generous heart as we head towards 2019.

John Stansbrey turns 100
on December 30th!
Help us wish him a very
Happy Birthday!!

November Vestry Meeting Highlights
•
•
•

•

•

•
•

Ted & Susan Mailey ~ 12/10
Bruce & Paula McBrian ~ 12/29

The vestry met on November 27 at 7:15 p.m.
The vestry meeting opened with Bible Study and prayer.
Bob Zuhl made a presentation on the proposed new Code of
Regulations/Bylaws, which were approved by the vestry and
will be presented to the congregation on December 16 at 9am
in preparation for the Annual Meeting.
Bob Zuhl also gave a report on the conversations with Green
Systems to convert the church to LED lighting. The vestry
voted to proceed with the project and apply to the Diocese of
Ohio for a loan specifically for “green” projects.
The vestry voted to approve the contract with Episcopal
Church Foundation to run the feasibility study for the upcoming capital campaign. That work will begin once the cost estimates are in for the proposed Parish Hall renovation project.
Kathy Garber reported that we currently have 114 pledges for
a total of $467,384. We are still hoping to hear from a few
more people and reach a total of 120 pledges.
The proposed 2019 budget will presented to the vestry at the
December 18 meeting, and to the parish on January 6 at 9am.
The next meeting is Tuesday, December 18 at 7:15pm.
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21 Aurora Street

Hudson, OH 44236

Phone: 330-650-4359
Fax: 330-655-0695
On the Web:
www.christchurchhudson.org
Find us on Facebook!
Clergy
The Rev. Charlotte Collins Reed, Rector
Charlotte.reed@christchurchhudson.org
Affiliated Clergy
The Rev. Allan Belton, Priest
The Rev. Gretchen Green, Deacon

Staff
Kathy Garber, Parish Administrator
Kathy.garber@christchurchhudson.org
Mario Buchanan, Director of Music
Mario.buchanan@christchurchhudson.org
Sarah Bhatia, Director of Christian Education
and Youth Ministry,
Sbhatia@christchurchhudson.org
Susie Vanaman, Parish Accountant
Svanaman@christchurchhudson.org
Allie Heeter, Seminary Field Education
Student
adeanheet@gmail.com
Dennis Hido, Sexton
Darlene Gresco, Housekeeping
Teresa Venham, Housekeeping

Vestry
Bob Zuhl, Sr. Warden
robertzuhl@gmail.com
Susan Mailey, Jr. Warden
tmail153@gmail.com
Lou Young
Janet Daniels
Janet Greer
Scott Koebley
Gabe Lefebvre
Jeanne McKinny
Guy Wylie
Marilyn Hansen, Treasurer, ex officio
Linda Irving, Clerk, ex officio

Christ Church Hudson is a Parish
of the Episcopal Diocese of Ohio www.dohio.org

Holiday Office Hours
The Church Office will be closed on
December 25th and 26th and January 1st.
In the event of a pastoral emergency,
please contact Charlotte at 937-925-5200

SUNDAY WORSHIP
SCHEDULE
8:00 am Rite II/Quiet—
Chapel
10:30 am Rite II/Festive—
Church
11:30 am Coffee Hour
Nursery available for children
3 and under 10:15—12:00
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