THE COMMUNICANT

2015

THE PADRE PONDERS ~ THOUGHTS FROM THE REV. ALLAN BELTON
With this addition of The Communicant we find ourselves deep into the season of stewardship.
Needs have been described, pledge cards distributed, some have been returned, and everyone now
waits to see how the whole process is going to turn out. But it is not too late to underline how important this process is to a healthy life here at Christ Church. Below are some pieces that reflect on
the process of stewardship.
The former Dean of Grace and Holy Trinity Cathedral in Kansas City, Missouri, Congreve Quinby, preached a stewardship sermon that summed up for me the dilemma which we all might experience when we are asked to support a community of faith. He said, In our contemporary culture, we
receive -- in fact, we are bombarded by -- two very contradictory messages. On the one hand, we
are told that we must be concerned about our safety and security, that we need to save, store up for
our children’s education, a possible future illness, our retirement, our own comfort and well-being.
At the same time we are told to spend, to consume, to have the very latest stuff, to find our identity in
the things we possess. It is also true that if we follow that latter course, we can find ourselves dangerously in debt. “Have security, save; have more stuff, spend.” Two competing messages.
To confound matters even more, if we attend church with any regularity, we are reminded that
God loves a cheerful giver. We are encouraged to give cheerfully and generously. Quite naturally,
we say to ourselves, “But if I give away my money, I won’t have safety or security and I won’t be
able to have the things I want and need. I certainly won’t be a cheerful giver!”
The Rev. Dr. Herbert O’Driscoll is an author and Anglican priest in Canada, and he has written a
series of meditations on the collects of the church year. Reflecting of the collect for the 21 st Sunday
after Pentecost (October 18th this year) Canon O’Driscoll wrote these words: All through our lives
we learn that every impulse to serve God is itself the working of the grace of God in us. Every act of
service is itself energized by the work of the Holy Spirit. …. There is a paradox at work here. Far
from being diminished because what we give back is not our own, our joy is actually deepened by
returning to God what God has given us in the first place. We have only to ask anyone who takes
seriously the stewardship of possessions. The joy of such men and women in their own generosity is
usually in direct proportion to their realization that their giving to God is their returning of God’s
bounty to them. Canon O’Driscoll’s words take us to the heart of any theology of stewardship. We
give because God has given to us first.
We do live in a culture that is constantly giving us mixed messages, but we worship in a faith
community that gives the constant and consistent message that we are the beloved of God, and we
have been blessed with more than one could ever hope for or deserve. It’s always a question of how
do we express our gratitude.
This third piece comes from a ministry that Christ Church has participated in over the years –
Habitat for Humanity. What follows comes from Habitat’s early days.
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CHIT CHAT WITH MARY PAT
Mary Pat DeLambo, RN, BSN, MEd Parish Nurse
Please contact me at email address: mdelambo@laurellake.org or my cell
phone 1-330-356-2559 whenever I may be of assistance. My office hours are flexible to meet your needs.

Automated External Defibrillators
http://www.redcross.org/prepare/location/workplace/easy-as-aed
The American Red Cross supports the position that improved training and access to
AEDs could save 50,000 lives each year. The Red Cross believes that all Americans
should be within four minutes of an AED and someone trained to use it.
The Facts:
Sudden cardiac arrest is one of the leading causes of death in the U.S. Over 350,000 people will suffer
from sudden cardiac arrest this year. It can happen to anyone, anytime, anywhere and at any age. An AED
is the only effective treatment for r estor ing a r egular hear t r hythm dur ing sudden car diac ar r est
and is an easy to operate tool for someone with no medical background.
Time is of the essence:
The average response time for first responders once 911 is called is 8-12 minutes.
For each minute defibrillation is delayed, the chance of survival is reduced approximately 10%.

AED Training November 19th 12:00 PM – 1:00 PM
AEDs are in many of our churches (there is one in the main hall to the sanctuary at Christ Church), community centers, businesses and public places. Unfortunately, not many people feel prepared to use the
machine. You have a wonderful opportunity to learn how the AED works at the Lunch and Learn on November 19th from 12:00 – 1:00 PM in the Parish Hall. Please RSVP for this important event.
Reminder – You can turn in your completed Metro Parks Fall Hiking Spree form to
Mary Pat by December 1st and be entered in a raffle for a Surprise Spree Gift! Hike 8 of
the designated trails between Sept. 1 and Nov. 30.
More information is available at: http://hikingspree.summitmetroparks.org/

Upcoming Events

Blood Pressure Screening
November 8th
Lunch and Learn
November 19th
12:00 – 1:00 PM
Topic: AED Training
Marilyn McClure
AED People

Weekly Wellness Tips & Website
Contact Mary Pat to be added to email list or go
to http://parishnursehudson.weebly.com/
Walking Monday Mornings
has concluded for the season
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It was there at Koinonia Farm that Clarence Jordan and Millard Fuller came up with the idea for something called “A
Fund for Humanity”, a non-profit revolving fund from which the poor could borrow to build decent houses interest free.
Although their ambitious goal was to eliminate unfit housing from their community, they had to face the reality that they
had little capital with which to work, perhaps the equivalent of the five loaves and two fish Jesus used to feed the five
thousand. But like the five thousand, Fuller and Jordan also discovered the miracle of God’s gracious generosity. It led
them to a new and radical way to think about servanthood and what could be accomplished with what might seem to be
limited resources. Given their experience, they eventually coined the term – “The economics of Jesus.”
What these folks have given us, have given any faith-based community, are five points to take to heart when moving
into an unsure future. Many of them apply to us as individuals as well.
 Don’t whine about what you don’t have. Focus on what you do have. Take whatever is available and make use of it.
 No matter how insignificant you might think your resources are, thank God for them.
 Use the Jesus model. Get organized. Divide into groups and develop a plan.
 Move out in faith and don’t be surprised when the power of God is released into the situation.
 Then, unrelated to deservingness or usefulness, pass out, give away, what God multiplies.
I think those are great principles for any congregation to live by. As you consider them, you might think about where
we are now as a congregation as an unexpected gift. God has given us the gift of freedom to look at who we are now,
who we want to be in the future. It is the freedom to consider new and radical ways of undertaking ministry. And then
there is the gift of responsibility for working out our future in a way that is consistent with carrying on the ministries
found in that tree that is Christ Church.
I am not sure where I got the following, but I think it serves well wrapping up this thing we call stewardship. Christian stewardship is the grateful and responsible use of God’s gifts in the light of God’s purpose revealed in Jesus Christ.
Christian stewards, empowered by the Holy Spirit, commit themselves to conscious, purposeful decisions.

Stewardship is lived out in:







living and telling the Good News;
sharing God in seeking justice, peace, and the integrity of creation in an interdependent universe;
wisely employing God-given human resources, abilities, and relationships;
sharing the material resources we hold and giving them in service, justice, and compassion;
providing for future generations, sharing in life, worship, and responsible stewardship for the Church and its mission
Stated in another way: Stewardship is what I do, with all that I have, after I say, “I believe.” Using the gifts God has
given us to do the work God is calling us to do.
A theology of stewardship has little to say about an annual pledge campaign, but it has a great deal to say about our
relationship with God and one another and how these relationships get lived out.

Allan

November 13 & 14
Christ Church Delegates:
Len Harrison, Bob Madison & Mike Oberlin
Attending: The Rev. Allan Belton

THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH WOMEN’S
CHRISTMAS LUNCHEON
Thursday, December 10, 2015
The Country Club of Hudson
11:30 am Cash Bar ~ Noon Luncheon
This celebration is for
members of Christ Church, First Presbyterian Church of Hudson and friends.
Men are encouraged and most welcome to attend this festive event.

Entertainment will be provided by unreserved
the a cappella chorus from Western Reserve Academy
The cost is $20.00 per person. There are two entrée selections:
Pork Tenderloin — sliced por k tender loin in a flavor ful br own sauce. Ser ved with r oasted r ed
skin potatoes and zucchini, yellow squash & carrot
Tuscan Pasta – Roasted peppers, mushrooms, garlic, fresh tomato, basil, white wine
and a light marinara sauce tossed with imported penne pasta.
Dessert of white cake with fresh sliced strawberries & white mousse and beverages are included.
Please complete the reservation form below for yourself and any guests you will be bringing.
Indicate your choice of entrée for each attendee.
Your check, made out to ECW, with “luncheon” in the memo, is your paid reservation.
Submit the check and reservation form to the church office or place it in the ECW mailbox.

Reservations must be received no later than Thursday, December 3, 2015
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ detach here ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH WOMEN’S CHRISTMAS LUNCHEON
Thursday, December 10, 2015

Name of attendee(s)

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

______________________________________________

Entrée selection (check appropriate box)
Pork Tenderloin
Tuscan Pasta

Thank you to all of you who have returned your pledge cards!
It is wonderful to see the Light shining in our church family.
Your financial and time commitments are so important to our faith community.
If you have not returned your pledge card yet, please place the envelope in the collection basket,
drop it off at church, or send it via postal mail—by November 22nd.
We are looking forward to a response from all members. Even if you are not making a monetary pledge,
we would appreciate having your pledge card returned with a brief note.
As Reverend Allan Belton said,
“it will be our cumulative gifts that will determine how ministry will be carried out in this place.”

Church Offices close at Noon on Wednesday, November 25th
Offices are Closed November 26th & 27th

YAMS for Open M
We are once again collecting 200 40 oz. cans of YAMS f
or the holiday food baskets for Open M.
This food is given to families living in poverty in inner-city Akron.
Please bring your cans to the back entrance to church
and help us build our YAM pyramid!
We are collecting through Sunday, November 29th.
Please contact Susan Mailey if you have questions, 330-714-7575.

Adult Formation – Advent Preparation through the Sunday Lessons
Beginning with the last Sunday in Pentecost (Christ the King Sunday) and the four
Sundays of Advent, Len Harrison will lead a study of the lessons for the day.
For the last Sunday in Pentecost the lesson is one of those that looks to the “end times” as does the first
Sunday in Advent. These lessons set the tone for the season of Advent as a time of expectation.
You are invited to join Len in exploring these classic seasonal lessons.
The time is 9:00 AM.

November 1st
Daylight Savings Time Ends ~ All Saints Sunday ~ Ministry Fair
Contact Joyce Harrison for Ministry Fair details.
November 7th
Fall Garden Clean-up begins at 9:00 AM
Bring rakes & gloves
Contact Karen Petterson
November 13 & 14
Diocese Convention
November 14th
Annual Altar Guild Meeting begins at 9:00 AM
Contact Marti Young
November 22nd
New Adult Education Series begins at 9:00 AM
November 24th
Church Offices close at Noon
November 25th & 26th
Church Offices Closed for the Thanksgiving Holidays
Order forms for Christmas Flowers will be made available
Contact Fern MacMillan

21 Aurora Street
Hudson, OH 44236
Phone: 330-650-4359
Fax: 330-655-0695
On the Web: www.christchurchhudson.org
Find us on Facebook!
https://www.facebook.com/ChristChurchHudson

Clergy
The Rev. Allan Belton, Priest
allan.belton@christchurchhudson.org
Affiliated Clergy
The Rev. Gretchen Green, Deacon
Staff
Nancy Sistek, Parish Administrator
nancy.sistek@christchurchhudson.org
Dr. Charles M. Carr, Organist & Choirmaster
chascarr@sbcglobal.net
Mary Pat DeLambo, RN, BSN, Med,
Parish Nurse
mdelambo@laurellake.org
Kathy Garber, Parish Secretary
Kathy.garber@christchurchhudson.org
Darlene Gresco, Housekeeping
Theresa Venham, Housekeeping
Dennis Hido, Sexton
Vestry
George VanBuren, Sr. Warden
gvb2274@aol.com
Lou Young, Jr. Warden
lgmfyoung@gmail.com
Courtney Bixby
Eileen Gaston
Roxanne Grattan
Tom Green
Joyce Harrison
Jim Lang
Debbie Sergi
Marilyn Hansen, Treasurer, ex officio
Linda Irving, Clerk, ex officio

Christ Church Hudson is a Parish
of the Episcopal Diocese of Ohio
www.dohio.org
Sunday Service Schedule
8:00 Rite I (Chapel)
9:15 Adult Ed
9:30 EYC Education(7th—12th Grades)
1st & 3rd Sundays of the Month
10:15 Sunday School
10:30 Rite II (Church)

Nursery available 9:00 ~ Noon

Sunday
November 1st

Move your clocks
back 1 hour!

