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THE PADRE PONDERS ~ THOUGHTS FROM THE REV. ALLAN BELTON 

 

Dear Friends: 
 

     In my homily at the picnic I mentioned that every parish I have ever served has expressed 

the desire to grow, especially to grow numerically.  I also pointed out that the various at-

tempts to promote growth are often met with disappointment. 
 

     Some of you may be familiar with the names Bill Easum and Thomas Bandy.  They have 

been involved in consulting with parishes, dioceses, and other religious bodies regarding 

strategies for church growth.  Whenever they engage in this process, there is the presump-

tion that there is a desire on the part of a group to be witnesses to the presence of Christ.  

The hope is that out of it will come growth, both spiritually as well as numerically. How 

firmly that presumption is based on reality may be found in responses to a series of ques-

tions posed by Easum and Bandy in their book Growing Spiritual Redwoods. I would en-

courage you to take a few moments and answer the following set of questions for yourself.  

When finished go on and read the rest of my note.   
 

1. Are you committed to Jesus Christ…or to a particular doctrine, denomination, or church? 
 

2. Do you speak of faith as an experience with Christ…or as a heritage that you protect? 
 

3. Do you believe that ministry is to make disciples and missionaries…not decisions and members? 
 

4. Do you design mission for the needs and yearnings of the public…or the needs of  

 church members? 
 

5. Do you quickly grasp unexpected opportunities…or do you worry about rules and procedures? 
 

6. Do you promote mentoring or midwifing relationships…or do you just nominate people to offices? 
 

7. Do you build small groups…or wrestle power cliques? 
 

8. Do you worship with excited expectancy…or do you worship in order to discharge a duty? 
 

9. Do you expect new comers to be accompanied by spiritual guides…or do you just wait for them  

       at the door? 
 

 10. Do you value changing lives…or do you value belonging to an institution? 
 

11.  Do you ask for radical commitment…or do you not expect much from people? 
 

     After considering your responses to the above 11 questions, look at the descriptions of 

declining and thriving congregations from Easum and Bandy..  Consider which type you 

want to be a part of, and what it will take for that to happen. 
 

continued on page 5 



CHIT CHAT WITH MARY PAT 

     Mary Pat DeLambo, RN, BSN, MEd  Parish Nurse 

     Please contact me at email address: mdelambo@laurellake.org or my cell 

 phone 1-330-356-2559 whenever I may be of assistance.  My office hours are flexible to meet your needs. 

 

Talk to a doctor about your risk for breast cancer, especially if a close family member of yours had breast or ovari-

an cancer. Your doctor can help you decide when and how often to get mammograms. 

 

Free Cancer Support Services 

We are fortunate to have 2 agencies in our area that provide free cancer support services for persons with cancer 

and caregivers. They offer education, support groups, wigs, complementary therapies such as Reiki and massage, 

financial and social work consultations, exercise classes and more.  For more information please go to their web-

sites listed below. 

Upcoming Events 

 

Blood Pressure Screening  

October 11th 

 

Lunch and Learn  

October 15th 

12:00 – 1:00 PM 

Topic: Drive Safely 

Drew Salyer ~ Drive Team 

 

Weekly Wellness Tips & Website 

Contact Mary Pat to be added to email list or go 

to http://parishnursehudson.weebly.com/ 

 

Walking Monday Mornings 

9:30 AM Hudson Springs Park 

7095 Stow Rd 

1.8 mile loop 

Moderate difficulty 

 

Wednesday Fall Hiking Spree 

9:30 AM 

Location varies, contact Mary Pat for info 

 

 
Breast Cancer Awareness Month 

www.healthfinder.gov 

 

October is National Breast Cancer Awareness Month. Breast cancer is the second most com-

mon kind of cancer in women. About 1 in 8 women born today in the United States will get 

breast cancer at some point. The good news is that many women can survive breast cancer if 

it’s found and treated early.  

 If you are a woman age 40 to 49, talk with your doctor about when to start getting mammo-

grams and how often to get them.  

 If you are a woman age 50 to 74, be sure to get a mammogram every 2 years. You may 

also choose to get them more often. 

  Stewart’s Caring Place 

  2955 W Market St 

  Suite R 

  Fairlawn, OH 44333 

  (330) 836-1772 

  http://www.stewartscaringplace.org/ 

 The Gathering Place 

 23300 Commerce Park 

 Beachwood, OH 44122 

 (216) 595-9546 

 https://touchedbycancer.org/ 

Reminder – You can turn in your completed Metro Parks Fall Hiking Spree form to Mary Pat 

and be entered in a raffle for a Surprise Spree Gift! Hike 8 of the designated trails between Sept. 

1 and Nov. 30.  You can hike on your own or join Mary Pat on Wednesday mornings to hike the 

trails.  Contact Mary Pat if you are interested in the Wednesday group walks.  More information 

is available at: http://hikingspree.summitmetroparks.org/ 

mailto:mdelambo@laurellake.org
http://parishnursehudson.weebly.com/
http://www.healthfinder.gov
javascript:void(0)
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Sunday, September 13th  
Cascade Park ~ Holden Pavilion 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Feast of St. Francis & Blessing of the Animals 
 

      The date of the Feast of St. Francis is October 4th, and it is a traditional time for folks to gather with their 

pets for an annual blessing. 

 

     We will observe this tradition on Saturday, October 3rd, at 11 AM.  Weather  permitting we will gather  

in the garden for a brief liturgy and blessing.  In case of inclement weather, we will gather in the Parish Hall.  

All pets are welcome.  
(Dogs must be on leashes!) 

 

 

 

 

Blessed are You 
 

     Blessed are You is a six week study of The Beatitudes. It will begin on Sunday,      

     October 11th at 9:15 AM in the Library.   

Books for the course are $13.00 and can still be obtained. 

 

 

 

 

Communion Preparation  

      for Children 
 

        As many of us remember, children did not receive communion 

until they were confirmed at 12 or older.  However, in the history of 

the church, baptism has been the entry point to the Eucharist, and in 

recent times more and more children have begun to receive.   

 

        With that in mind, on October 4th after the 10:30 service, 

there will be a session of preparation for children who do not yet 

receive communion and whose parents would like for them to do 

so.  We will use A Child’s Guide to the Holy Eucharist Rite II as a 

basis for instruction, sample the wafers and wine, and talk about 

what communion means to them. 
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Members of Declining Congregations are: 

 

 

Committed to the church 

Managing committees 

Holding offices 

Making decisions 

Trained for membership 

 

 

Serving at the church 

Preoccupied with raising money 

Doing church work 

Retiring from church work 

Surveying church needs 

 

 

Eager to know everyone 

Loyal to one another 

Building faith on information 

Perpetuating heritage 

 

Participants in Thriving Congregations Are: 

Committed to Christ 

Deploying missions 

Doing hands-on ministries 

Making disciples 

On a lifelong quest for quality 

Serving in the world 

 

Preoccupied with rescuing people 

Finding personal fulfillment 

Pursuing constant personal growth 

Sensitizing themselves  

     to community needs 

 

 

Eager for everyone to know God 

Drawn to the unchurched 

Building faith on  

     experience with Christ 

Visioning a future 

     And then there was this from Carrie Boren Headington in an article in the latest issue of The Living Church, enti-

tled, It’s harvest time: evangelism as overflow. Headington writes: Along with being energized by harvest time, I am 

distressed. I think of the recent data indicating that, even in the past three years, 7.5 million more Americans report 

they are not “active in religion.”  According to Pew Research and the NORC General Social Survey, nearly 1 in 4 

Americans now say they have no religious affiliation, with 30% of people under 35 saying they have no religious af-

filiation. 34% of Americans say they never attend a worship service (except for a funeral or wedding ceremo-

ny). Perhaps even more alarming is that 1 in 6 Americans says they don’t pray. And yet only 3% say they don’t be-

lieve in God and only 5% claim to be agnostic. 
 

     There is a belief in a higher power and sense of the divine but a distrust of and distaste for organized religion. 

When I connect the poll and survey numbers to the faces of friends, family, neighbors, and members of my immediate 

community who don’t know the living Lord, I ache. 
 

     Headington continues: … what is needed more than anything else is for Christ’s body to be so enlivened by his 

life that sharing Jesus is natural and unstoppable. We don’t need more methods – we need motivation!  
 

…  over 80% of people come to faith through a connection with a friend or family member. We need people filled and 

overflowing with the Gospel. Programs, seeker series, dynamic teaching and preaching, and social justice work 

alone will not accomplish the mission. We need people overflowing with the good news in word and deed. 
 

     In essence, what Headington is talking about is telling the story.  “But who do you say that I am?”  Remember 

these words from Robert Kreig, a theology professor at Notre Dame, when he wrote in Commonweal: For us to re-

flect on Jesus' identity is simultaneously to describe Christ's relationship with us, with his disciples, and even with 

those who have never heard of him. What composes our belief in Jesus Christ is crucial to our individual lives and to 

the church's life. Therefore, the fuller our answers to the question of Jesus' identity, the fuller our lives as we face 

each day, care for one another, and participate in the Eucharist. 
 

      If you look at those descriptors of the thriving church you will see that many if all of them emerge from fully an-

swering Jesus’ question and telling the story. 

 
Allan+ 

   

http://livingchurch.org/covenant/2015/09/09/harvest-evangelism-overflow/


Larry Rhodes will organize  

our Acme Cash Back Program again this year. 

Thanks Larry! 

 

Save all receipts dated August 20th, 2015  

through January 6, 2016.  
 

Ask your family, friends, co-workers, and neighbors  

to shop and save their receipts, too!  

 

   Edwin Balcerzak Memorial Fund 
 

   The Balcerzak Memorial Fund was established on  

     September 8th ~ 2015  
 

Family, friends, business associates and Christ Church parishioners made 

this possible with their many donations. Ed’s fund was established within 

the Christ Church Endowment Fund with corpus in perpetuity. 

 

 

 

 

The Episcopal Church Women 
Christmas Luncheon 

Thursday, December 10th 

The Country Club of Hudson 
 

Details will follow! 

 

2016 

Stewardship Campaign 
 

Chris Van Buren, Chair 

 

Our Stewardship ~ Pledge Drive Campaign  

kicks off soon! 

 

Begin to prayerfully consider the tithe! 



 EYC is the name used by many Episcopal par ishes across the country; we think it is fitting for  

us as well. We hope to spiritually inspire our 6th – 12th graders through an Episcopal youth community cen-

tered around Christian education, service to and involvement in their parish and the community, discussion 

of current events and of course, having fun together!  

 

 Based on input from parents and youth, our EYC programming will have two components: 

 

 EYC Christian Education - 1st and 3rd Sunday of each month, 9:30 – 10:15 for  7th – 12 graders 

led by Malcolm Robbie and Courtney Bixby.  A light breakfast will be provided along with Bible study on 

the week’s lectionary and its application to current youth life and events.  

 

 EYC Youth Group - 1 Sunday a month, late afternoon/early evening for  6th – 12th graders led 

by Courtney Bixby. Our focus will be on growing as a community. We will build faith-based bonds 

through parish and community service as well as some “just for fun” events. The date and time each month 

may vary slightly based on the event. Our first two events are listed below. 

 

 September 27 – Corn Maze Challenge – We will gather in the church parking lot at 3:30 

pm and caravan to Derthick’s Corn Maze on Route 82 in Mantua. Cost is $10/person. With an OSU 

theme and 17 acres of corn maze it is sure to be a challenge! This will be a great time to get to 

know each other better and start to build our youth community. 

 

 October 26 – Trick or Food? A favor ite activity among our  youth, we break into teams 

and canvas the neighborhood for non-perishable food donations for OPEN M. Depending on how 

much you collect, there just may be some Halloween candy waiting for you at the end ! 

  

 A sign-up genius message will be emailed to parents for youth group activities so we know how 

many to expect. Other activities will be planned soon. All suggestions (and volunteers!) are welcome. We 

are looking forward to building a strong Episcopal YOUTH Community at Christ Church! 
 

We are pleased to announce that Christ Church is renewing our 

commitment to youth with the launch of the Episcopal Youth 

Community at Christ Church Hudson, EYC for short. 

We all thank Courtney and Malcolm  

for volunteering to serve our youth  

in the EYC Program! 



 

 

 

November 13 & 14 
 

Christ Church Delegates: 

Len Harrison, Bob Madison & Mike Oberlin 

Phone: 330-650-4359 
    Fax: 330-655-0695 
On the Web: www.christchurchhudson.org 

  Find us on Facebook! 
https://www.facebook.com/ChristChurchHudson 

 21 Aurora Street 
Hudson, OH 44236 

Christ Church Hudson is a Parish  

of the Episcopal Diocese of Ohio 

www.dohio.org 
 

 

Sunday Service Schedule 
 

8:00 Rite I (Chapel) 

9:15 Adult Ed 

9:30 EYC Education(7th—12th Grades) 

           1st & 3rd Sundays of the Month 

10:15 Sunday School 

10:30 Rite II (Church) 

 

Nursery available 9:00 ~ Noon 

 

The 199th Annual Diocesan Convention 2015 

Clergy  

The Rev. Allan Belton, Priest  

allan.belton@christchurchhudson.org  
 

Affiliated Clergy  

The Rev. Gretchen Green, Deacon  
 

Staff  

Nancy Sistek, Parish Administrator  

nancy.sistek@christchurchhudson.org  

Dr. Charles M. Carr, Organist & Choirmaster  

chascarr@sbcglobal.net  

Mary Pat DeLambo, RN, BSN, Med, 

Parish Nurse  

mdelambo@laurellake.org  

Kathy Garber, Parish Secretary 

Kathy.garber@christchurchhudson.org 

Darlene Gresco, Housekeeping  

Theresa Venham, Housekeeping  

Dennis Hido, Sexton  
 

Vestry  

George VanBuren, Sr. Warden 

gvb2274@aol.com 

Lou Young, Jr. Warden 

lgmfyoung@gmail.com 
 

Courtney Bixby  

Eileen Gaston  

Roxanne Grattan 

Tom Green  

Joyce Harrison  

Jim Lang  

Debbie Sergi  
 

Marilyn Hansen, Treasurer, ex officio  

Linda Irving, Clerk, ex officio  


