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THE PADRE PONDERS ~ THOUGHTS FROM THE REV. ALLAN BELTON 

 

Dear Friends: 
 

     In the almost two months that I have been trying to fill Larry Minter’s shoes, I continue 

to reflect on what an effective job he did while he was here, especially using Appreciative 

Inquiry during the Rise and Shine Parish Summit in April 2014.  Through this approach 

the parish was able to look at a number of things that have enabled Christ Church to be an 

effective parish in the service of others and look at how they might be further developed 

in the future.  As I thought about this, I recalled some work done by George Barna and the 

Barna Research Group and thought that considering his work might be helpful as Christ 

Church considers moving into its future. 
 

     Some years ago, at a conference examining the state of the Episcopal Church, Barna 

listed a number of characteristics of healthy, effective churches.  In time his research 

made its way into his book – The Habits of Highly Effective Churches.  Number one on 

Barna’s list was vision. 
 

     According to Barna, the effective churches that his group studied had done the hard 

work of discerning what God was uniquely calling them to do and be.  His research con-

firmed that each church is, in some sense, unique and has a distinct calling.  The concisely 

stated vision of these churches became the central reference point for whatever the con-

gregation did or planned to do. (For Christ Church, it is cherishing Christ, our community, 

service to others, and worship - all rooted in the rich ground of Episcopal faith.)  All pro-

grams in the parish were judged in light of their vision of mission.  Revisions in program 

took place in light of the vision, and nothing was ever etched in stone.  There were no sa-

cred cows. It was recognized that stale programs existing for the sake of tradition formed 

“the cholesterol of the Body”. The mission became the rallying point for the congregation.  

The effect of this was the galvanizing of people, the laity, as well as the clergy.  Barna 

made the point that a vision can be such a transforming influence because it was under-

stood and bought into by the people, not just the leadership.  The Rev. Steve Wendfeldt, a 

colleague of mine in North Carolina,  echoed what Barna stated when he said that a 

parish’s vision has to be articulated in a number of ways: through preaching, newsletters, 

small group interaction, and vestry meetings. In those parishes where this did not happen 

vitality and focus was lost. 
 

      Barna went on to point out that in effective churches as the vision was implemented 

what was important was not how many people participated in a given program, but how 

many lives were touched and changed by it.  The evidence of an effective parish program 

is the growing “Christ-likeness” of the people involved.  If a program did not facilitate 

such growth, it was canned. 

continued on page 

 



CHIT CHAT WITH MARY PAT 

     Mary Pat DeLambo, RN, BSN, MEd  Parish Nurse 

     Please contact me at email address: mdelambo@laurellake.org or my cell 

 phone 1-330-356-2559 whenever I may be of assistance.  My office hours are flexible to meet your needs. 

Senior Safety Awareness Month 
https://co.summitoh.net/prosecutor/index.php/services/senior-citizens-safety 
 

September is Senior Safety Awareness Month in Summit County as declared by the County 

Prosecutor Sherri Bevan Walsh.  Representatives of her office will be presenting at this 

month’s Lunch and Learn teaching safety tips, scam alerts,  and demonstrating how to defend 

yourself against an attacker.  Don’t miss this opportunity to arm yourself with knowledge!  

The Lunch and Learn is September 17
th

, 2015 from 12:00 – 1:00 PM in the Parish Hall.  A 

$4.00 contribution is appreciated.  RSVP to Mary Pat. 

Turn in your completed Metro Parks Fall Hiking Spree form 

to Mary Pat and be entered in a raffle for a Surprise Spree Gift! 
 

This is the 52nd annual Fall Hiking Spree.  Hike 8 of the designated trails between Sept. 1 and Nov. 30.  The 

Metro Parks award hiking staffs to all first year hikers and veteran hikers earn a shield to add to their staff. The an-

nual Fall Hiking Spree is the largest and longest-running event of its kind in the nation. Trails range from easy to 

challenging. Choose the trails best for you.  Forms are available online, at Acme grocery stores, and Mary Pat has a 

few on her information table in the church. 
 

You can hike on your own or join Mary Pat on Wednesday mornings to hike the trails.  Contact Mary Pat if you are 

interested in the Wednesday group walks.  The first walk will be Wednesday Sept. 2nd (weather permitting) at 9:30 

AM.  Meet at the Munroe Falls Metro Park to walk the 2 mile Meadow Trail which is rated the easiest level of 1.  

RSVP to Mary Pat.  For more information, go to the website http://hikingspree.summitmetroparks.org/ 

Upcoming Events 
 

Blood Pressure Screening  

September 13th 

 

Lunch and Learn  

September 17th 

12:00 – 1:00 PM 

Topic: Senior Safety 

Office of County Prosecutor 

Sherri Bevan Walsh 

 

Weekly Wellness Tips & Website 

Contact Mary Pat to be added to email list or go 

to http://parishnursehudson.weebly.com/ 

 

 

Walking Monday Mornings 

9:30 AM Hudson Springs Park 

7095 Stow Rd 

1.8 mile loop 

Moderate difficulty 

 

Wednesday Fall Hiking Spree 

9:30 AM 

Location varies, contact Mary Pat for info 

 

Share Your Ideas 

Please contact Mary Pat if you have pro-

gram, event, or other idea of interest 

mailto:mdelambo@laurellake.org
https://co.summitoh.net/prosecutor/index.php/services/senior-citizens-safety
http://hikingspree.summitmetroparks.org/#trails
http://hikingspree.summitmetroparks.org/#trails
http://hikingspree.summitmetroparks.org/
http://parishnursehudson.weebly.com/


Sunday, September 13th  
New location: 

Cascade Park ~ Holden Pavilion 

Gathering begins at 9:30 AM 

Service begins at 10:00 am  
 

Come and celebrate Holy Eucharist and enjoy the Picnic & Fellowship!  
 

Last name begins A ~ L : Please bring a dessert to share  

Last Name begins: M ~ Z: Please bring a side dish to share  

Bring serving utensils for your dish!  
 

Fried Chicken and  

beverages of water & lemonade will be provided  
 

Please phone the office (330-650-4359)  

or email the office at kathy.garber@christchurchhudson.org  

and let us know how many in your family are attending  

so we know how much chicken to provide!  
 

Please bring your own plates and flatware  

and  

your own folding chair or blanket for the service.  
 

Volunteers are needed to help arrange food and other “that day” duties.  

Please contact Jim Lang at jml@kitchinsons.com or 

Debbie Sergi at debbiesergi@yahoo.com 

 

 

Note: This is the only service on September 13th ~ No 8:00 Rite I  



Marriage in the Episcopal Church 

The Rev. Allan Belton 

     For some time now there has been great debate and great controversy over the whole issue of same sex mar-

riage.  In the civil sphere that issue came to a head when on June 26th of this year the Supreme Court ruled in a 5

-4 decision that same sex couples had a constitutional right to be married.  With that decision same sex marriage 

became legal throughout the United States. 
 

     The Episcopal News Service in an article regarding the actions of General Convention pointed out that, for 

its part,  the (Episcopal) church’s advocacy for civil equality for LGBT persons began in 1976 (when there was 

a resolution) in which it said “homosexual persons are entitled to equal protection of the laws with all other citi-

zens, and calls upon our society to see that such protection is provided in actuality.”  In addition ENS reported 

that that same convention said (in another resolution) that “homosexual persons are children of God who have a 

full and equal claim with all other persons upon the love, acceptance, and pastoral concern and care of the 

Church.”  For many “pastoral concern and care of the church”  suggested that same sex unions should have the 

blessing of the church. 
      

     Over the years there were additional resolutions relating to LGBT concerns over ordination and marriage, 

but as ENS stated, it was not until 2012 that the General Convention voted to consider anew the church’s theol-

ogy of marriage, and lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender Episcopalians’ access to the sacramental rite.   
 

      However, there was a significant shift when on July 1st, following the Supreme Court’s decision, when Gen-

eral Convention approved changes to both the canons and the liturgy to provide marriage equality for Episcopa-

lians.  The ENS reported that the House of Deputies concurred with the House of Bishops’ approval the day be-

fore of a canonical change eliminating language defining marriage as between a man and a woman and author-

izing two new marriage rites with language allowing them to be used by same-sex or opposite-sex couples. 
  
     According to ENS, the two new liturgies, “The Witnessing and Blessing of a Marriage” and “The Celebra-

tion and Blessing of a Marriage 2” from “Liturgical Resources 1: I Will Bless You and You Will be a Blessing, 

Revised and Expanded 2015” from the supplemental Blue Book materials of the Standing Commission on Litur-

gy and Music, are authorized for use beginning this Advent. Those rites offer the option of using “wife,” 

“husband,” “person” or “spouse,” thus making them applicable for all couples.  A fuller explanation of these 

materials may be obtained by going to the Episcopal News Service website and clicking on the General Con-

vention tab and then searching for the marriage liturgical resources. 
 

     General Convention made it clear that bishops “exercising ecclesiastical authority” or “ecclesiastical supervi-

sion” were to provide for all couples seeking marriage in this church access to these liturgies.  Some bishops 

have said that while they may not authorize the use of these rites in a specific diocese, they will, none the less, 

make provision for all couples to have access to these liturgies. 
 

      The revised marriage canon I.18 removes references to marriage as being between a man and a woman. The 

revised first section of the canon now says that clergy “shall conform to the laws of the state governing the cre-

ation of the civil status of marriage, and also these canons concerning the solemnization of marriage. Members 

of the clergy may solemnize a marriage using any of the liturgical forms authorized by this church.  
 

     With regard to the Diocese of Ohio, the Rt. Rev. Mark Hollingsworth, Jr. has given the clergy of this diocese 

permission to officiate at weddings of all couples consistent with the laws of the state of Ohio and the canons of 

the Episcopal Church.  In addition, he has said that no priest is required to officiate at such services, nor is a 

congregation obligated to provide them. But he encouraged all clergy and vestries to work together in discern-

ing how their congregation will move forward with this new possibility and in providing pastoral care to all. 
 

     This issue was a topic of conversation at the last vestry meeting and a resolution was passed so that it will 

not have to be something addressed by the next rector. 

http://episcopaldigitalnetwork.com/ens/2015/06/30/marriage-equality-resolutions-advance-to-house-of-deputies


 

The 199th Annual Convention of the Diocese of Ohio will meet November 13 & 14 
 

Christ Church Delegates are: 

Len Harrison, Bob Madison & Mike Oberlin 
 

Alternates are last year’s delegates: Greg Daniels, Gabe Lefebvre and Reed Stith 
 

Youth Delegate:  
To be determined 

The 199th Annual Diocesan Convention 

2015 

 

THE PADRE PONDERS ~ 

THOUGHTS FROM THE REV. ALLAN BELTON 
continued from page 1 

 

     As Barna discovered, as we seek to live out our values and vision, we always need to be moved to pray-

er.  Barna’s research found that there were two basic styles of prayer in churches.  In one prayer was a 

“leftover ministry”.  It was found on the periphery of parish life.  It was prayer said before meetings be-

cause it was supposed to be done.  It was an addendum to the gathering.  It was prayer in which God was 

implored to help the parish as it made its plans and its decisions. 

 

     However, in effective parishes there was an underlying attitude of prayerfulness.  In vital parishes, pray-

er drove and directed and enthused all dimensions of the parish’s life.  It was the center of the community’s 

life, and its centrality was modeled by its leadership.  Barna said, “It was a prayerfulness that interceded for 

the parish and the world, prayer that discerned, prayer that praised, prayer that petitioned God’s will to be 

done among them on earth as in heaven.” 

 

     We recently heard a lesson from the Gospel according to Mark which told the story of the disciples 

struggling with a difficult sea.  They were afraid especially to see Jesus walking on the water toward them.  

In that setting the disciples knew no peace and could not get to where they were going until Jesus got into 

the boat with them.  Prayerfulness is the primary way of calling Jesus into our boat as we move into the fu-

ture. 

 

     As we move into our future, I would ask for your prayers for the grace of God to empower all of us that 

we live fully into the mission and vision that are uniquely ours in this place at this time. 

 

                                                                                                                                                                               

Allan 



 

The Elementary Sunday School returns on Sept 20!!   
 

Pre-K through 6th grade start downstairs in the classrooms at 10:15 (that's 15 minutes BEFORE the 

worship service!) and we come upstairs to join in Communion about 11:10.  Please do your best to be 

on time, but please come no matter how late. Some of the most fun stuff happens at the start of each 

class! Friends and relatives are always welcome. 

 

This year we have a new curriculum called Deep Blue. It's from the same folks who created the Leap-

er's Point materials used for the past few years. We will enjoy readings, games, acting, crafts, puz-

zles, and videos as we explore the stories in the Common English Bible.  

 

We're still working out the plans for Christian Ed centered on our middle and high schoolers. Stay 

tuned for details as we try to tie that together with the youth group meetings.  

 

Attention parents: don't let you kids have all the fun! Please volunteer to be a Sunday school teacher 

or sub. You can help for one week or a whole semester, about 12 weeks. The Deep Blue materials 

make it easy and you are guaranteed to learn something new and see something that fills your spirit 

every week.  

 

Contact Doug Swift  (dswift@goodyear.com) before all the best spots are taken!  Thanks 

 

mailto:dswift@goodyear.com


 

 

 

 

Making A Difference – Days of Service 
            “We cherish Christ, our community, service to others, and worship    

– all rooted in the rich ground of Episcopal faith” 

 

 While there are a number of regular outreach ministries at Christ Church (Welcome Table, 

Knitting for Peace, Garden of Hope, and monthly in-gatherings of food), over the past few years 

we’ve scheduled Service Days for parishioners where we have an opportunity to join together to 

give our time to some really top-notch social service agencies in the Akron-Cleveland area, many of 

which have received donations from Christ Church over the years (Habitat for Humanity, Open M, 

Akron Canton Foodbank and Medwish). 

 We are planning three Days of Service in the coming year, beginning in October.   We haven’t 

yet finalized our schedule, but watch for the colorful signup boards in the Parish Hall to learn more 

about the variety of choices of service activities scheduled and consider signing up for the one that 

interests you most. 

  Questions: Call Len Harrison at (330)752-4700. 

 

CONNECTIONS MINISTRY 

 As our parish outlined after the Parish Summit in 2014, at Christ Church “we open doors to attract new mem-

bers, and that includes young families and children, and people of all ages. We help guests and newcomers become a 

part of this treasured community.” The Connections Ministry provides us an opportunity to do just that. The goal of 

the Connections Ministry is to help guests and newcomers get “connected” within Christ Church so they want to re-

turn and potentially join. As a Connections Ministry member you will be a Sunday morning greeter and learn how to 

effectively meet and sincerely welcome guests, and most importantly how help them get “connected” to other Christ 

Church members and programs. It is our job, not the rector’s, to help guests get connected. The average first-time 

guest’s return rate is 15%, but churches who connect with guests experience a 50-85% return rate.*  If you are excited 

about the opportunity to grow our wonderful church, you like to meet new people and make new friends, and you’re 

proud of what we have to offer, this is the ministry for you!  

NOTE: The Membership Committee is tied closely to the Connections Ministry. Once we get guests connected and 

they decide to join we work with the Membership Committee to transition our guests to members. 

 

Contact: Courtney Bixby cbixby@hotmail.com 



 

 

Beginning Sunday, September 20, 2015 
 

  8:00 Rite I ~ Chapel 

  9:15 Middle & High School Youth Education 

   Adult Education Classes  

  10:00 LEV Service at Laurel Lake in Serenity Chapel 

  10:15 Sunday School 

  10:30 Rite II ~ Church 
 

Nursery for children 3 and under 9:00 AM ~ Noon 

 

     EDUCATION FOR MINISTRY 
             Begins Monday, September 14, 2014 
 

 Every baptized person is called to ministry.  The Education for Ministry (EFM) program provides 

people from all walks of life with the education “to be” Christians and to carry out their ministry.  All 

Christians need a Christian education which supports their faith and which prepares them to express that 

faith in day-to-day events. 

 

 EFM is a worldwide program developed by the School of Theology of the University of the South.  

It holds before us that the foundation for bringing Christ to the world lies in a church empowered by an ac-

tive, theologically articulate laity. 

 

 Thousands of persons have completed this four-year program.   Students enroll one year at a time, 

can transfer almost anywhere in the USA and in many foreign countries, and can obtain 18 Continuing Edu-

cation Units per year by participating. 

 

EFM at Christ Church Episcopal begins  

Monday, September 14, 2014 for the 2015-2016 academic year.   

 

For more information, including a prospectus or brochure,  

contact Janet Daniels at 330-655-2914 or jsd0530@aol.com.  All are welcome. 

mailto:jsd0530@aol.com


Larry Rhodes will organize  

our Acme Cash Back Program again this year. 

Thanks Larry! 

 

Save all receipts dated August 20th, 2015  

through January 6, 2016.  
 

Ask your family, friends, co-workers, and neighbors  

to shop and save their receipts, too!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     Donations to the Memorial Garden 
 

 

Due to some anonymous donations, the grounds committee was able to clear some 

dead, and add some new trees and a few scrubs. There is a Star Magnolia, donated in 

memory of Pat Holden, an expert gardener in his day, along the west side of our prop-

erty—near the back entrance of the church. Then, at the very back of the parking lot, 

the 3 dead and dying pines were removed and a new Spruce, Baby Blue Eyes, was 

planted a safe distance from the mounds of snow that we shove into the area in winter. 

Tree planting is always a vision of their future beauty—enduring long after we are 

gone from this place—thank you for thinking of the church grounds! 



COLUMBARIUM: 

A columbarium is a place for the respectful and usually public storage of cinerary urns (i.e. urns holding 

a deceased’s cremains). The term comes from the Latin columba meaning ―dove.‖ 

                       … offering an opportunity to reclaim  

             the churchyard burial tradition  

     by providing a final earthly resting place  

              here in our Memorial Garden  

… where all who have died  

          may be held in lasting remembrance.  

 
Please contact Nancy Sistek, Parish Administrator  

for an appointment.  

 

330-650-4359  

nancy.sistek@christchurchhudson.org  

Single Niche: $1,000/Double Niche: $1500.00  

CHRIST CHURCH COLUMBARIUM 

 

 

 

… prayerfully remember. 

PLANTING FOR TOMORROW, GROWING IN FAITH TODAY 
 

 This historic Diocese of Ohio camp and retreat ministry campaign has been an overwhelming success 

and our parish has helped in the effort! Pledges and gifts have been received from Christ Church members to-

taling $43,270. 

 I’d like to thank those campaign donors for their participation and generous support. Thanks also to the 

Wardens and Vestry, the office staff, and the parish members who committed time and energy to this important 

project. 

 Design plans are well underway and groundbreaking is anticipated at the Wakeman, Ohio camp and 

retreat ministry site by year-end. Stay tuned for updates on the progress 
 

Gratefully, 

Tina Monreal 



 

 

Dear Parishioners: 
 

I want to provide an update on the search for a new Rector.  As I mentioned in the previous Communi-

cant, we were in discernment on whether or not to bring in one or two of the current candidates for a 

face-to-face interview.  We decided that one candidate was not a good fit for the parish based on the 

"Skype" interview, so that candidate was not asked to attend a face-to-face interview.  However, the 

second candidate was asked to visit for an interview.   
 

Now, for those of you who have interviewed and hired prospective employees during your careers, 

when I say "interview" in the context of a potential Rector, it's not the same process as typically found 

in the business world.  An interview in this case consisted of a nearly 3-day visit.  During the course of 

that visit the candidate was shown all around Hudson, including a walking tour of downtown and a 

driving tour of the schools and Hudson neighborhoods for possible housing options.  In addition, the 

candidate was given a driving tour of the surrounding communities including the Cuyahoga Valley Na-

tional Park and took a hike along the canal towpath.   
 

Intermixed with the touring was a formal interview consisting of multiple questions regarding worship, 

outreach, management philosophies, etc.  Also, there were casual interviews during dinner at a local 

restaurant one night and during a cook out at a committee member’s home on another night.  Finally, 

the "interview" included the candidate leading a Eucharist service and a Bible study and there was a 1-

1/2 hour tour of the church facilities, including the basement under the Beebe house.  Truly not a tradi-

tional interview as most of us would recognize in the business world.   
 

While the candidate showed many positive attributes during the interview process, we did not feel the 

candidate was a good fit for our parish.  It's an unfortunate outcome, but one that is better determined at 

this early stage of the discernment process rather than later on in the process or, even worse, after a call 

has been made.  While I'm sure you share our disappointment, we believe it was in the best interests of 

the parish to not take the next step in the discernment process with this candidate.  
 

I want to remind the parish that Percy Grant, our consultant, continues to search and vet other possible 

candidates as they become available or are identified.  She currently has names that are being investi-

gated and/or vetted by the diocese, and if they are found to be acceptable, the name or names will be 

presented to the committee for an initial interview.  We will then decide, through the Skype interviews, 

if the candidate or candidates are acceptable for the next step in the process.   
 

The committee is also investigating other methods of candidate searches under the approval of the dio-

cese in an attempt to leave “no stone unturned”. 
 

I hope you will join me in praying for the Committee, the parish and potential candidates for patience, 

wisdom and clarity in this discernment process.  If you have any questions or comments about the pro-

cess or the current status of the search, please don't hesitate to ask me or one of my fellow committee 

members.  
 

Sincerely, 

 

Dave McCallops 



Photos to Share 



 OPEN M is an acronym that stands for Opportunity for People Everywhere in Need Ministry. It is a 

comprehensive, faith-based ministry that helps people throughout the greater Akron area meet the spiritual 

and physical challenges of living with scarce resources.  

 OPEN M delivers health care through their free medical, dental and eye clinics and nutrition through 

numerous food programs. They help families by teaching both after school and summer camp programs. 

These programs foster prayerful reflection, gratitude, teamwork and sportsmanship for the scores of children 

they touch. Open M helps their families to climb out of poverty and into self-sufficiency through a bold and 

innovative program, Bridges Out of Poverty, and other family development initiatives.  

 Christ Church is involved with Open M in several ways.  We cook and serve a hot lunch 3 to 4 times 

a year, collect 200 cans of yams in November for the Christmas food baskets, volunteer in the health clinic 

and after school programs, and participate each spring in their WALK FOR KIDS. We also include Open M 

as one of our Service Day projects. Each activity is rewarding for both the recipients and those that serve! 

 

If you would like to get involved with Open M or have any questions,  

please contact Susan Mailey at 330-714-7575 or sdmail@roadrunner.com. 

We have neighbors who live alone. 

We have neighbors who eat alone.  

We have neighbors who are lonely. 

We have neighbors who can’t pay their bills. 

 

 "One person can make a difference…You don’t have to be a big shot. You don’t have to have a lot of influence. 

You just have to have faith in your power to change things.” --Norman Vincent Peale 

 The “Welcome Table” is a response to members of our community who are in need. Despite the appearance of af-

fluence, there is genuine need in Northern Summit County communities. The Welcome Table is also a response to the need 

for fellowship. We invite our neighbors to come into our church home, to share a meal, to enjoy fellowship, and to go home 

nourished, in body and in spirit.  

Contact Jane Harrison to volunteer serving in the kitchen decojane@gmail.com or  

Heather Swift to prepare meals heathermswift@gmail.com for the last Sunday of each month  

or visit http://vols.pt/vyzuDd @VolunteerSpot to sign up.  

mailto:decojane@gmail.com
mailto:heathermswift@gmail.com
http://vols.pt/vyzuDd


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ACOLYTES 
Acolytes serve God and Christ Church in a very special way.  They assist the priests and enhance the worship 

service. Everyone in 4th grade and higher can be an acolyte - this means all you adults too!  We really need 

more of you to join up.  Training is provided, and you'd serve no more than once per month. It could be once 

ever other month if we get enough volunteers. This is not only a ministry for kids! Please talk to Doug Swift 

soon. The training class will be set up around the end of September   

Contact: Doug Swift dswift@goodyear.com 

 

 

 

ALTAR GUILD 

The members of the Altar Guild are a group of dedicated people who work “behind the scenes” to assure that 

services at Christ Church proceed smoothly. Being a member of Altar Guild is a privileged discipline, a ser-

vice of love, and an offering of time. Members prepare the altar for regular Sunday services, as well as for holy 

days, Thanksgiving, weddings, funerals, baptisms and confirmations. If there were no other ministries in the 

parish, the church would always need to have an Alter Guild—for life begins at the altar, goes forth from the 

altar, and returns to the altar.  

Contact: Kathy Garber Kathy.garber@christchurchhudson.org 

 

 

 

BIBLE AND BISCUITS—resumes September 1st  

This Bible study is a weekly opportunity for men of the parish to gather together for breakfast, fellowship, and 

the Word. We typically consider the Gospel lesson for the coming Sunday, following the African Bible Study 

Method to help us discern God’s call to us. We meet from 7:00 AM to 8:00 AM on Tuesdays in the Parish 

Hall. It’s a lively group—come join in! 

Contact: Len Harrison (330)752-4700. 

 

 

 

BUILDINGS 

The Christ Church complex consists of our Chapel, Beebe House, Parish Hall, the Undercroft and our 

church. There is always opportunity to help keep our spaces in tip top shape. Should you have experience in 

carpentry or small plumbing and electrical repairs, you are especially needed. Volunteers are also needed for 

painting, re-organization and other maintenance. 

Contact: Dave Petterson dcpetterson@gmail.com 



 

 

 

CENTERING PRAYER 

Centering Prayer, a form of contemplative prayer, continues to meet every Thursday at 10AM in the bap-

tistery of the chapel. A book discussion of its aspects is followed by 20 minutes of silence. We clear our 

minds of other thoughts, so that God’s presence may be felt within us. The overall result is a feeling of be-

ing better able to deal with our daily life experiences. It is open to everyone. 

Contact: Marilyn Hansen, Lucy Kistler or Joleen Rodriguez. 

 

 

 

CHOIR 

As my short pieces in recent Friday E-Blasts have noted, this is the perfect time for new members to join 

our ranks for the fall. The more the better, especially so for tenors and basses. Our Thursday evening prac-

tices begin on Thursday, September 10th We normally meet at 7:00 PM and conclude with prayer at 8:30. 

The choir’s first Sunday in church will be September the 20th, kicking off the program year with song! 

Contact: Charlie Carr, Organist and Choirmaster chascarr@sbcglobal.net 

 

 

 

COFFEE HOUR 
The members from the 8 o'clock service continue their tradition of self-organizing their coffee hour. A sec-

ond coffee hour occurs after the 10:30 service and it is for this time frame that volunteers are needed to 

make coffee and to provide juice and goodies. Please consider joining this great ministry which brings us 

together in a vibrant way each week!  

Contact Kathy Garber Kathy.garber@christchurchhudson.org 

 

 

 

CONNECTIONS please see page 7 for  ministry descr iption  

Contact: Courtney Bixby cbixby@hotmail.com 

 

 

 

EPISCOPAL CHURCH WOMEN ~ ECW 

The ECW meets the last Thursday of the month at 11AM in Parish Hall. Open to all women of the church, 

it is available to help with church bulk mailings or other church related matters. An annual Christmas 

luncheon is planned in December.  

For further information contact: Marilyn Hansen dewhsen@windstream.net. 

 

 

 

EDUCATION FOR MINISTRY ~ EFM 

EFM provides a comprehensive, experiential education in the foundations and message of the Christian 

faith. Participants commit one year at a time to meet regularly in seminars with a trained mentor. Comple-

tion of the program takes four years, during which participants study the Bible, church history, theology 

and ethics. The program runs from September through May, meeting Mondays from 7:00 PM –9:30. 

Contact Janet Daniels for further information: jsd0530@aol.com 

 

 



 

 

FELLOWSHIP 

This committee serves the congregation by assisting with food for major meetings, the annual picnic and  re-

ceptions for the bishop or special guests. Fellowship is currently seeking a chair, could that be you? Fellow-

ship is currently kept active through the efforts of vestry. 

Contact Debbie Sergie at sergie@yahoo.com or Jim Lang at Jim Lang jiml@kitchinsons.com 

 

 

FINANCE 

This committee is currently revising itself to better serve the congregation. In general, this committee oversees 

the financial health of the church and manages the Endowment Fund. A background in finances is highly 

sought and valued with this committee. 

Contact: Peter Eells at beavrpetro@aol.com 

 

 

 

FLOWER DELIVERY 

Each Sunday, altar flowers are dissembled and placed in small containers to take to our homebound, ill or 

grieving parishioners. Might you have a future in floral delivery?  

Contact: Dick Schneider at dschneider@fastermac.net 

 

 

 

FLOWER GUILD 

The Christ Church Flower Guild is a group of 20 women and men who design and arrange unique flower ar-

rangements for the chapel and main altar. In addition to church and chapel flowers these talented people create 

stunning arrangements for memorial services and weddings. The Flower Guild encourages parishioners to join 

them in their ministry.  No experience is necessary! Training will be held in the fall for new interested mem-

bers and members who wish a review.  Ongoing support is included throughout the year as well as fellowship! 

Please take the time to view our past designs and arrangements on Facebook at Christ Church Hudson Flower 

Guild!  

Contact Fern MacMillan at fadaly05@hotmail.com. 

 

 

 

FUNERAL RECEPTION  

The purpose of the Funeral Reception Ministry is to provide a convenient way for grieving family members to 

greet relatives and friends and have refreshments after a funeral service. Caring members of the parish furnish 

tea sandwiches, bake cookies or sweet breads, and help  clean up after receptions. We are very grateful for the 

assistance we receive so we may continue to provide this ministry to those who have lost loved ones. If you 

are presently not on any list to help with food or assistance, but would like to volunteer to bake, serve or clean 

up, please let me know. 

Contact: Jane Gibson at 330-653-2801 or ejgibson@windstream.net 

 

 

 

GARDENS 

Christ Church is blessed with very pretty grounds, a beautiful memorial garden and a small vegetable garden. 

Members care for the gardens by taking on a plot or section for the season. We also have spring clean up and 

mulching days and a fall clean up, at which every helping hand is welcome! Watch for those dates in the Fri-

day E-Blasts. There are plots available for your TLC! Take on a plot or work in the vegetable garden as a fam-

ily service or with a friend. Gardening together is a fun service project—you will see! 

Contact Karen Petterson at kepetterson@gmail.com 

mailto:fadaly05@hotmail.com


 

 

GIVING TREE 

The congregation participates in this community wide effort every Christmas. Tags with the gift desired indicat-

ed, are created and hung by our younger members. You pick out a tag, purchase the gift, wrap it and return it to 

the tree which is set up in Parish Hall and the narthex of the church. We often sponsor 5 or more families. 

Contact: Janet Greer greers5@windstream.net 

 

 

 

GREETERS 

Perhaps, on your first visit to Christ Church, you were welcomed by one of the many people who serve as greet-

ers. They make sure that visitors are comfortable during the service and follow up with them after-wards to de-

termine how Christ Church can serve them further. If you would like to become a member of this team …  

Contact Karen Petterson (330-650-1050) or Shirley Eells (330-653-8689). 

 

 

 

KNITTING GROUP/PEACE POD 

We are a group of Christ Church members (and sometimes others) who meet monthly as part of a larger group 

called Women4WomenKnitting4Peace. This is, to quote the website, "a grass-roots organization dedicated to 

crafting hope, healing, and peace, one stitch at a time." 

 Our monthly meetings are held in different members' homes, usually on Tuesday or Wednesday eve-

nings at 7:00. We pray, then knit or crochet to create products that are used in refugee camps, emergency shel-

ters, and other places of need. Some of our creations are caps, mittens, scarves, quilted sleeping blankets, and 

Peace Pals. The Peace Pals are soft dolls designed to be grasped by a child's hand. (See photos of our Pals that 

were blessed in May.) Between meetings, we continue working on the products on our own, then share the fol-

lowing month. 

 No experience is required! We have members at all ability levels and are happy to share techniques 

from knitting with very easy looms, to creating mittens using five needles.  

For more information, please visit the website www.knitting4peace.org. 

 

 

 

LAY EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS ~ LEMS 

Lay Eucharistic Ministers read the lessons and the prayers of the people and serve chalice during the worship 

service. These ministers need to attend services regularly and be a confirmed member of the community. Train-

ing and licensing by the Diocese is mandatory. 

Contact: Susie Spearman at sdealsspearman@windstream.n 

 

 
 

                LAY/LICENSED EUCHARISTIC VISITORS ~ LEVS 

Lay Eucharistic Visitors, also know as LEMS, welcome new members to join the ministry. We visit members 

of our parish who are unable to attend services. We conduct a short service and administer communion to those 

we visit. New members are trained and mentored by ministry members. It is a joyous ministry. Our homebound 

members are very welcoming and look forward to our visits. Some of our members conduct the service at Lau-

rel Lake Retirement Community each Sunday. 

Contact: Lis Hugh lhugh@windstream.net  

 

 

http://www.knitting4peace.org


 

         MEMBERSHIP 

Welcoming new members does not end with the first service they attend. Volunteers of the Membership Ministry 

reach out to potential and new members, offer new member classes and help to integrate new members into our 

church. We seek to offer a warm and caring environment to all who choose to worship with us.  

Contact Shirley Eells at steels2948@aol.com or 330-417-8809. 

 

 

        OPEN M 

OPEN M is an acronym that stands for Opportunity for People Everywhere in Need Ministry. It is a comprehen-

sive, faith-based ministry that helps people throughout the greater Akron area meet the spiritual and physical chal-

lenges of living with scarce resources.  

 OPEN M delivers health care through their free medical, dental and eye clinics and nutrition through nu-

merous food programs. They help families by teaching both after school and summer camp programs. These pro-

grams foster prayerful reflection, gratitude, teamwork and sportsmanship for the scores of children they touch. 

Open M helps their families to climb out of poverty and into self-sufficiency through a bold and innovative pro-

gram, Bridges Out of Poverty, and other family development initiatives.  

 Christ church is involved with Open M in several ways.  We cook and serve a hot lunch 3 to 4 times a 

year, collect 200 cans of yams in November for the Christmas food baskets, volunteer in the health clinic and after 

school programs, and participate each spring in their WALK FOR KIDS. We also include Open M as one of our 

Service Day projects. Each activity is rewarding for both the recipients and those that serve! 

Contact Susan Mailey at 330-714-7575 or sdmail@roadrunner.com. 

 

 

 

PARISH CARE 

Parish Care volunteers provide meals, caring visits, phone calls, and cards to members of our parish who are in 

need of these services. In coordination with our clergy, the Parish Care Ministry seeks to respond with love and 

compassion.  

Contact Pam Zuhl 330-650-5754 or zuhlfamily@aol.com 

 

 

 

USHERS 

Individuals, couples and families are welcome to serve as ushers. Ushers are present at all Sunday services, as 

well as all special services held at the church. They assist with the service by handing out service bulletins, seat-

ing worshipers and tending to their special needs. Ushers collect offerings, guide worshipers during communion 

and tidy the church following each service.   

Contact Jim Lang at jiml@kitchinsons.com 

 

 

 

Welcome Table 

The “Welcome Table” is a response to members of our community who are in need. Despite the appearance of 

affluence, there is genuine need in Northern Summit County communities. The Welcome Table is also a response 

to the need for fellowship. We invite our neighbors to come into our church home, to share a meal, to enjoy fel-

lowship, and to go home nourished, in body and in spirit.  

Contact Jane Harrison to volunteer serving in the kitchen decojane@gmail.com  

Contact  Heather Swift to prepare meals heathermswift@gmail.com for the last Sunday of each month  

or visit http://vols.pt/vyzuDd @VolunteerSpot to sign up.  

mailto:decojane@gmail.com
mailto:heathermswift@gmail.com
http://vols.pt/vyzuDd


  

 

 

 

CHRIST CHURCH WELCOMES NUMEROUS  

COMMUNITY ORGANIZATIONS TO  

OUR HOUSE EVERY YEAR.  
 

 

 

THE FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF HUDSON, (PCUSA)  
We are completing a fifth year of opening our doors to The First Presbyterian Church of Hudson. It is a joy to 

share our chapel, Parish Hall and office space with The Rev. Sue Tinker and her congregation.  

 

HERITAGE ACADEMY  
Heritage Academy is a Christian study center that works in partnership with home schooling parents. Christ 

Church welcomes them on Mondays, Wednesdays and Thursdays from 8:00 – 3:00 when our Undercroft 

comes alive with learning! Should you want further information regarding the Academy, please contact There-

sa Leffler at ftleff@aol.com.  

 

HUDSON JOB SEARCH  
Hudson Job Search is a volunteer organization offering free outplacement training to those of the community 

of Hudson, OH. Founded in 1982, they celebrate 32 years of dedication to our community. Job Search wel-

comes all who are interested in learning more about the job search process or specific topics to attend their 

Monday night meetings held the first and third Mondays of every month, beginning at 7:15 here at Christ 

Church in our Parish Hall. Contact hudsonjs@windstream.net  

 

SAGE COMMUNITY Par tner ing with The University of Akron’s Institute for  Lifespan Development 

and Gerontology, the senior adult education program located at Christ Church, begins its sixth year with us this 

September. This lifelong learning program continues to draw seniors from Hudson and its surrounding com-

munities to the eight week, day-long sessions of educational offerings that provide opportunity for learning, 

questioning, discussing, and sharing of ideas. It is a place where friends meet, and acquaintances become 

friends!  

Contact the church office for further information & registration  

 

HUDSON COMMUNITY YOUTH CHOIR 

Bring a friend, have fun singing together and learn some great choral music! Performance opportunities~ Holi-

day and Spring concerts and Outreach concerts in the northern Summit area. Providing an opportunity to expe-

rience musical excellence through singing quality choral music, musicianship training in vocal technique and 

the joy of shared musical harmony. Mondays, starting September 14, 5:00 to 7:15 p.m. Rehearsals~ Christ 

Church Sponsored by Hudson Community Chorus  

Contact: Eve Sliwinski director .hcyc@gmail.com 

 

CHRIST CHURCH SPONSORS...  
Christ Church is pleased to host Boy Scouts Troop 333 every Tuesday at 7:00 PM during the school year in 

Parish Hall; Memory Makers Quilting the second Monday of every month, Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) every 

Tuesday and Friday at 8:00 PM in the Upper Room and Al-Anon every Friday at 10:00 AM in the Upper 

Room and Newborns In Need, a Presbyterian outreach once a month..  

 

mailto:director.hcyc@gmail.com


 

 

Beginning Sunday,  

September 20, 2015 
 

 8:00 Rite I ~ Chapel 

 9:15 Middle/High School/Adult Education 

 10:00 LEV Service at Laurel Lake in Serenity Chapel 

 10:15 Sunday School 

 10:30 Rite II ~ Church 
 

Nursery for children 3 and under 9:00 AM ~ Noon 

Phone: 330-650-4359 
    Fax: 330-655-0695 
On the Web: www.christchurchhudson.org 

  Find us on Facebook! 
https://www.facebook.com/ChristChurchHudson 

 21 Aurora Street 
Hudson, OH 44236 

Christ Church Hudson is a Parish  

of the Episcopal Diocese of Ohio 

www.dohio.org 

 

Summer Service Schedule 
8:00 am Rite I—Chapel 

10:00 LEV Service 

(Serenity Chapel at Laurel Lake) 

10:00 am Rite II—Church 
 

Nursery available for children  

3 and older 9:45—11:00 

 

Clergy  

The Rev. Allan Belton, Priest  

allan.belton@christchurchhudson.org  
 

Affiliated Clergy  

The Rev. Gretchen Green, Deacon  
 

Staff  

Nancy Sistek, Parish Administrator  

nancy.sistek@christchurchhudson.org  

Dr. Charles M. Carr, Organist & Choirmaster  

chascarr@sbcglobal.net  

Mary Pat DeLambo, RN, BSN, Med, 

Parish Nurse  

mdelambo@laurellake.org  

Kathy Garber, Parish Secretary 

Kathy.garber@christchurchhudson.org 

Darlene Gresco, Housekeeping  

Theresa Venham, Housekeeping  

Dennis Hido, Sexton  
 

Vestry  

George VanBuren, Sr. Warden 

gvb2274@aol.com 

Lou Young, Jr. Warden 

lgmfyoung@gmail.com 
 

Courtney Bixby  

Eileen Gaston  

Roxanne Grattan 

Tom Green  

Joyce Harrison  

Jim Lang  

Debbie Sergi  
 

Marilyn Hansen, Treasurer, ex officio  

Linda Irving, Clerk, ex officio  


