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INTERIM THOUGHTS

Even though I am writing with January in mind, it is still a privilege to wish you a
blessed Christmas. This is possible because Christmas lasts for twelve days, continuing
through January 5th, followed by the Feast of the Epiphany on January 6th. Sometimes
Epiphany is celebrated on the Eve of that day, January 5th, and so it is sometimes said that
Epiphany is the twelfth day. At Epiphany we remember the visit of the Magi, those mysterious seekers after God, who studied the stars, and then by a star found the child Jesus and
worshipped him. They also found the cruel King Herod, and learning of his intention to kill
the child, they ―left by another way‖ as Matthew’s gospel says. The Magi gave gifts of
gold, frankincense, and myrrh. Because there were three gifts, by tradition we say there
were three Magi.
I love keeping the Twelve Days of Christmas, and I especially love The Epiphany.
Epiphany can be a great day for pageants, and for special celebrations. Jane and I used to
love preparing for an Epiphany celebration when we shared parish ministry together, and it
has become a cherished day in our home. In some countries it is called Three Kings Day.
Perhaps you have heard of Twelfth Night. That name comes from beginning the celebration
on the evening of January 5th, the twelfth night of Christmas. Twelfth Night is a traditional
time to remove Christmas decorations, including taking down the Christmas tree. That is
why traditionally, the tree was left up in Christian homes until Epiphany. Makes the heart
sad to see Christmas trees taken down on Christmas Day and on the curb on December 26 th.
I wonder what it would be like if we all celebrated the true Twelve Days of Christmas, and The Epiphany? I imagine we would discover that we found a new holy space for
real contemplation of what Christmas means. Over the years, I have come to look forward
to that stretch of time. You can rest. You don’t have to be in a hurry or feel stressed. You
can enjoy the non-pressured Christmas you may really long for. It becomes a real holy
time. This is all rooted in the rich ground of Episcopal faith. This is why we come to
church on the Sundays after Christmas Day and sing carols, hear more of the Christmas gospel, and pray with the themes of the season in mind. This year, I invite you to join me and
let Christmas really be Christmas. After all the preparation of Advent, let us adore what
God has done in the Incarnation, and enjoy the Holy Season.
It is a privilege to serve this splendid parish, and I know our clergy and staff wish all
of you a Blessed Twelve Days and a New Year of hope and peace.
+Larry
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CHIT CHAT WITH MARY PAT
Mary Pat DeLambo, RN, BSN, MEd Parish Nurse
Please contact me at email address: mdelambo@laurellake.org or my cell
phone 1-330-356-2559 whenever I may be of assistance. My office hours are flexible to meet your needs.

JANUARY
Blood Pressure Screening
Sunday Jan. 11th
After and between services

Lunch & Learn
Thursday, Jan. 15
12:00 – 1:00 PM
Parish Hall

January is a time ...
when many of us look for a fresh start and make resolutions to improve our health.
Here are some tips to help you achieve your wellness goals. Here is an excerpt
from Fit Day’s 10 Tips to Help You Achieve Your New Year's Health Goals for the
full article go to the website: http://www.fitday.com/fitness-articles/
Find Your Motivation - get clear about what you want, and then use that to inspire you
throughout your journey.
Have a Plan -before January 1st arrives, outline the changes you want to implement and decide how you'll
fit them into your schedule.
Make Goals - If you don't know where you want to end up, you won't really know how to get there.
Track What You Eat - looking closely at what you eat is often an eye-opening experience. Tracking will
help you tweak your diet so that you can still enjoy foods you love without sabotaging your weight loss
or healthy eating efforts.
Use Reliable Resources - It may be tempting to try a fad diet, but these are usually unrealistic, difficult to
maintain, and sometimes even dangerous. Instead, find a reliable source of information to help you understand nutrition.
Eat Breakfast Every Day - surely you've heard that breakfast is the most important meal of the day. It is!
Eat a big healthy breakfast as early as possible. It will give you more energy, lead you to make healthier
choices during the day, and keep you feeling full so you eat less later on.
Fill Up on Vegetables - if you fill half of your plate with vegetables, you'll get fuller faster and cut down
your calories without feeling deprived.
Exercise - take it slow at first, and then increase your time and/or intensity once you feel comfortable. If
you haven't exercised in a while, talk to your doctor to make sure that you are healthy enough to begin an
exercise plan.
Take It Slow - A major mistake many people make when trying to tackle a health resolution is trying to do
everything at once. Spend a few weeks just trying to achieve 1-2 goals at a time. When you have established new good habits, put a couple more goals on your plate. Remember: You want to make permanent
changes, and these will take time to implement.
Be Prepared for Lapses - This is a normal part of the process; no one is perfect. It is important for you to
take a moment to recognize that you got sidetracked, but don't use it as an excuse to throw in the towel.
Every day is a new chance to start over, so return to your health

Christmas Eve
5:00 PM Rite II (Church)
9:00 PM Rite II (Church)

Christmas Day ~ No Service
Church Offices
Close at Noon December 24th ~ Closed December 25th and 26th
Close at Noon on December 31st ~Closed January 1 & 2

Christmas Eve Services at 5:00 & 9:00
String Quartet, Oboe & Trumpet

About the Seasons of the Church Year
The Episcopal Church observes the seasonal telling of our foundational narrative of God working
through Jesus Christ and His Holy Spirit. These seasons and their meanings are an important rhythm of our
spiritual life and are one of the many reasons that a compete representation of the Faith requires regular attendance all year around.
The thousands of years old observance of the church seasons celebrates God's participation with
us in time and immerses us again and again in our stories of faith, that we might move faithfully
with God into the future. The church year is anchored in time on the days of Christmas and of
Easter each year, and begins with Advent.
Advent –
Advent is a season of hopeful anticipation of God's breaking into our world and our time. It is composed of four Sundays prior to Christmas Day, beginning around the first of December. Liturgical colors are
used for vestments and altar decoration (frontals) to mark the seasons and to symbolize the themes. The
color used for Advent is either purple or blue. We prefer blue to represent water - the water over which
God's Spirit moved in Creation (Gen. 1) to begin the process of life and the water of Baptism which is the
starting place for all Christians who anticipate the coming of Christ into their lives. The liturgies of Advent
are characterized by a sense of the majesty of the God for whom we wait. We often use an Advent Wreath
of four or five candles, lighting one more each week, to mark the time of
waiting. Many families observe this custom at home.
Christmas –
Christmas is the Season when we proclaim the unique nature of our God - that He does not stand
aloof from us, but fully enters into our lives. The first liturgy of Christmas is the Eve of (prior to) that day.
The late night liturgy, called the Christ Mass is a high-light of our year. Other liturgies are offered earlier
that afternoon and on Christmas morning. The season of Christmas lasts for 12 days, beginning on the 25th
and ending on the 12th night, or January 5th. The color used in Christmas liturgies is white, symbolizing
purity, joy, and hope.
Epiphany
The third season of the church year is Epiphany. The word means making God manifest. It is the
church's response to God's Christmas. The primary theme is Baptism, beginning with the Feast of the Baptism of our Lord. A similar idea is reflected with the response of the magi who journeyed far to worship Jesus at Bethlehem. This season begins on the Day of the Epiphany and lasts until Ash Wednesday at the beginning of Lent. The number of weeks depends on the date of Easter Day, which is a function of the date of
the spring equinox. The liturgical color used on vestments is generally green, representing the green things
of God's earth and referring to growth of the spirit of God within us in response to His coming at
Christmas tide.
Trinity Episcopal Church, Hamilton , OH

Prayers during the Twelve Days of Christmas

The Nativity of Our Lord:

Christmas Day December 25

O God, you make us glad by the yearly festival of the birth
of your only Son Jesus Christ: Grant that we, who joyfully receive him as our Redeemer,
may with sure confidence behold him when he comes to be our Judge; who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.
O God, you have caused this holy night to shine with the
brightness of the true Light: Grant that we, who have known
the mystery of that Light on earth, may also enjoy him
perfectly in heaven; where with you and the Holy Spirit he
lives and reigns, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen.

Almighty God, you have given your only-begotten Son to
take our nature upon him, and to be born [this day] of a pure virgin:
Grant that we, who have been born again and made
your children by adoption and grace, may daily be renewed
by your Holy Spirit; through our Lord Jesus Christ, to whom
with you and the same Spirit be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.

Saint Stephen December 26
We give you thanks, O Lord of glory, for the
example of the first martyr Stephen, who
looked up to heaven and prayed for his persecutors to your Son Jesus Christ, who stands
at your right hand; where he lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, in
glory everlasting.
Amen.

Saint John December 27
Shed upon your Church, O Lord, the brightness of your light, that we, being illumined
by the teaching of your apostle and evangelist
John, may so walk in the light of your truth,
that at length we may attain to the fullness of
eternal life; through Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

First Sunday after Christmas Day
December 28
Almighty God, you have poured upon us
the new light of your incarnate Word:
Grant that this light, enkindled in our
hearts, may shine forth in our lives; through
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns
with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever. Amen.

The Holy Innocents December 28
We remember today, O God, the slaughter of the holy innocents of Bethlehem by
King Herod. Receive, we pray, into the
arms of your mercy all innocent victims;
and by your great might frustrate the designs of evil tyrants and establish your
rule of justice, love, and peace; through
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and
reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy
Spirit,, one God, for ever and ever.

Amen.

The Holy Name January 1
Eternal Father, you gave to your incarnate
Son the holy name of Jesus to be the sign of
our salvation: Plant in every heart, we pray,
the love of him who is the Savior of the
world, our Lord Jesus Christ; who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, in glory everlasting. Amen.

Second Sunday after Christmas Day

January 4

O God, who wonderfully created, and yet more wonderfully restored, the dignity of
human nature: Grant that we may share the divine life of him who humbled himself to share our humanity, your Son Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with you, in
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Epiphany

January 6

O God, by the leading of a star you manifested your only Son to the Peoples of the earth:
Lead us, who know you now by faith, to your presence, where we may see your glory face to
face; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and for ever. Amen.

Christmas Message 2014
Presiding Bishop Katharine Jefferts Schori, in her Christmas Message 2014 prays:

“May Christ be born anew in you this Christmastide. May his light burn in you, and may you labor to
spread it in the darkness.”
The following is the Presiding Bishop’s message

Christmas Message 2014
The altar hanging at an English Advent service was made of midnight
blue, with these words across its top: “We thank you that darkness reminds us of
light.” Facing all who gathered there to give thanks were images of night creatures –
a large moth, an owl, a badger, and a bat – cryptic and somewhat mysterious creatures that can only be encountered in the darkness.

As light ebbs from the days and the skies of fall, many in the Northern
Hemisphere associate dark with the spooks and skeletons of secular Hallowe’en celebrations. That English church has reclaimed the connection between creator, creation, and the potential holiness of all that is. It is a fitting reorientation toward the
coming of One who has altered those relationships toward new possibilities for healing and redemption.

Advent leads us into darkness and decreasing light. Our bodies slow imperceptibly with shorter days and longer nights, and the merriness and frantic activity around us are often merely signs of eager hunger for light and healing and wholeness.

The Incarnation, the coming of God among us in human flesh, happened in such a quiet and out of the way place that few noticed at first. Yet the impact on human existence has been like a bolt of lightning that continues to grow
and generate new life and fire in all who share that hunger.

Jesus is among us like a flitting moth – will we notice his presence in the
street-sleeper? He pierces the dark like a silent, streaking owl seeking food for hungry and defenseless nestlings. He will overturn this world’s unjust foundations like
badgers undermining a crooked wall. Like the bat’s sonar, his call comes to each
one uniquely – have we heard his urgent “come and follow”?

God is among us, and within us, and around us, encountering, nudging,
loving, transforming the world and its creatures toward the glorious dream the
shepherds announced so many years ago, toward the beloved community of prophetic dreams, and the nightwatch that proclaims “all is well, fear not, the Lord is
here.”

May Christ be born anew in you this Christmastide. May his light burn in you, and may
you labor to spread it in the darkness. The people
who walked in darkness have seen a great light, and it
is the harbinger of peace for all creation.
[December 8, 2014]

The Most Rev. Katharine Jefferts Schori
Presiding Bishop and Primate
The Episcopal Church

Handprint and Footprint Angel Craft
This Christmas angel has a footprint body and two handprint
wings. Use a heavy paper, craft foam or poster board for a
longer lasting version.
The craft is made with paper, some crayons, scissors, string and
glue. You will also need a (fairly big) photo of the child or a
picture from a magazine (you could even use a teddy bear head
for a teddy angel).
Have child stand on paper (or poster board/craft foam) with feet together.
Trace to form body/robe of the angel.
Trace both hands (or use yellow paint and make a paint handprint) on white paper. These will form
the wings. They look better if the fingers aren't spread too far apart.
Decorate robe and wings as desired. Some ideas:
fill in the wings with sparkles/sparkle glue
glue bits of shiny gift wrap (gold) or yellow tissue paper to the wings
glue bits of shiny gift wrap (silver), a coloured tissue paper or tinfoil to the robe
glue ribbon to the center of the robe as a belt
Cut out a photo of the child or magazine picture to serve as the head. Once you see how big the body
is, you'll know what size head you need (it all depends on how big your child's feet are).
Assemble the angel (glue head and wings to the body).
Add a halo if desired: can use pipe cleaner or ribbon shaped as a halo, or
cut out a many pointed star shape or just a simple circle (depending on how energetic you are feeling) from shiny gift wrap or tinfoil and paste behind head (should totally surround the head).
Either on the back of the robe or on a separate tag, write the following poem:
This little angel is special you see;
Because she is a part of me.
Her wings are my hands,
Her body my feet,
And on the tree she'll look very sweet.
You can also add the child's name and the year. Add a string if you wish to hang on the tree.
Compliments of: DLTK's Bible Crafts for Kids

Find Your Fit!
2015
Christ Church Ministry Fair
Are you interested in participating more
fully in Christ Church’s ministries but aren’t sure
what’s the best fit for you?
Find your fit
at Christ Church’s ministry fair on
Sunday, January 25!
You’ll find a variety of offerings among
our outreach, worship, and fellowship programs
and be able to talk to representatives from our
ministry teams and discover what opportunities
are available.
The fair will be held in the parish hall
from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
See you there!

Calling all ministries!
Don’t miss this exciting opportunity
to spread the good news about your ministry
to our entire congregation!
Be sure to include sign-up sheets in your display
to recruit new members.
Contact Joyce Harrison for details.
joyceharrison12345@gmail.com

Annual Meeting of Christ Church Episcopal
Election of Vestry & Convention Delegates
Sunday, January 18th
Vestry Nominees
Ed Balcerzak, Eileen Gaston, Roxanne Grattan, Linda Irving, Lou Young
Deadline for nominations from the floor
Sunday, January 11th for vestry and convention delegates
Parishioners:
The procedure for Vestry nominations made ―from the floor‖ was investigated and shared with
the parish in previous years. According to our CCE By-Laws and based on that research and the Diocese Canons quoted below, nominations made ―from the floor‖ are actually made prior to the Annual
Meeting.
A deadline of floor nominations shall be January 12th as submitted to Nancy Sistek, Parish
Administrator so it may be determined if the proposed candidate is a member in good standing and
thus eligible for consideration.
By the same January 12th date, a photo and bio, similar to those published of the Nomination Committee nominees is also due. This will enable a complete booklet to be circulated with all
nominees prior to the meeting on January 20th.
Sincerely,
Nancy Sistek, Parish Administrator
Diocese Canon: Title II, Canon 1, Section 3(a): In every Parish of the Diocese, there shall be held an Annual Meeting, for the election of members of the Vestry and for the transaction of such other business as may
properly come before such meeting. Unless otherwise provided (by Articles of Incorporation, By-Laws, or by
Resolution), such meeting shall be held on the third Sunday of January in each year.
Diocese Canon: Title II, Canon 1, Section 5(a): All members of the Parish who are communicants in good
standing as defined by the Canons of the Episcopal Church and not being under sixteen years of age shall be
qualified to vote in its meetings.

CALLING ALL BRIDGE PLAYERS!
Looking for a way to make the winter go faster?
Let us know if you are interested in either of the following bridge
groups so that we can plan the classes for after the holidays:

Beginner's Bridge ~~ Update Your Bridge
If you're interested, email Debbie Sergi at debbiesergi@yahoo.com or sign up in the Parish Hall.
Once again, the lessons will be Sunday afternoons. Depending on interest, we'll organize the lessons
to begin in January. The beginners' class will be a series of 4 - 5 lessons that are interdependent;
the update your bridge class will be individual lessons that do not build on each other.

We Now Recycle at Christ Church!
Single Stream Recycling, also known as Co-Mingled Recycling
began the first week of December.
Please observe the new signs near waste receptacles
for instructions on what can be recycled.

We are not only helping to save the earth,
but we are saving waste disposal cost as well!
Remember…
this is Stewardship of the Earth!

Christian Unity Prayer Service and Luncheon Slated for January 22, 2015
In celebration of the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity, Hudson churches will collaborate for
the annual interdenominational prayer service and luncheon scheduled on Thursday, January 22, 2015
at 10:00 AM. Hudson United Methodist Church, located at 2600 Hudson-Aurora Rd., will host
this year’s event. The ecumenical prayer service, led by local clergy, will focus on the theme, Jesus
said to her, ―Give me a drink.‖ from John 4:7. Rev. Dr. Peter M. Wiley, Sr. Pastor at First Congregational Church in Hudson, will give the homily.
This year’s Week of Prayer resource material was prepared by representatives from the National
Council of Christian Churches of Brazil (CONIC).
Long-time Hudson residents Kirk and Dot Reid will give testimony. The Reid’s will share how
they have maintained their deep faith while raising a child with cerebral palsy then later, another one of
their children was tragically injured and paralyzed in a drunken driving accident.
Monetary donations collected during a freewill offering will be sent to the Hudson Ministerial
Association (HMA). The HMA serves the Hudson Community in a variety of ways, assistance is provided for those needing help to keep utilities turned on, they provide food through the Hudson Community Service Association Food Pantry and provide other social services, as needed, through a Community Resource Coordinator.
Ticket holders will enjoy a luncheon catered by The Nosh Eatery in Hudson immediately
following the service. The lunch menu includes grilled chicken with grilled vegetables, gemelli pasta in an olive oil
sauce, tossed salad and bread. The dessert will be a warm dark chocolate cardamom & ginger brownie. Coffee and tea
will also be served.
Our featured speaker after the luncheon is Connie Reider, from Inscape, The Healing Art of Photography-creating balance in shadow and light. In 1995, Connie was diagnosed with breast cancer. Believing absolutely in the healing power of creativity, she used her camera and her journal to document her journey.
Connie discovered that the cancer experience, while at times terrifying, had a profoundly positive effect on her life. She expressed this in her book, In Shadow and Light ... Looking for the Gifts of Cancer. She launched Inscape, The Healing Art of Photography in October of 2007 to provide cancer survivors with an opportunity to explore their own experiences of shadow and light. Her warm and energetic spirit fosters in participants a sense of community and mutual support that facilitates balance and
healing. Ms. Reider’s book will be available for purchase during the event.
The ticket price is $14.00 per person for the luncheon and speaker portion of the event. Tickets are available in
the Christ Church main office. Make checks for tickets payable to Hudson United Methodist Women ( HUMW). Attendees wishing to hostess a table may indicate their preference when contacting their church representative. Reservation
deadline is January 18, 2015.
The prayer service is free and open to all; it does not require a ticket to attend.
The week of Prayer for Christian Unity has been celebrated throughout the world since 1908 and it has been
celebrated in Hudson since 1968. The Christian Unity Prayer Service brings the churches from our community together
through prayer and praise, reflecting the prayer of Jesus Christ, ―That all might be one‖ (John 17:21).
Representatives from the following churches have participated in planning this event: First Congregational, Gloria Dei Lutheran, Holy Trinity Anglican, Hudson United Methodist, Rejoice! Lutheran, St. Mary Parish Catholic, and
Western Reserve Christian.

A Blessed Christmas Season
and
Happy New Year
from your
Clergy and Staff

21 Aurora Street
Hudson, OH 44236
Phone: 330-650-4359
Fax: 330-655-0695
On the Web: www.christchurchhudson.org
Find us on Facebook!
https://www.facebook.com/ChristChurchHudson
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The Rev. Larry C. Minter, Interim Rector
larry.minter@christchurchhudson.org
Staff
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Debbie Sergi
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Marilyn Hansen, Treasurer, ex officio
Linda Irving, Clerk, ex officio
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Sunday Service Schedule
8;00 Rite I ~ Chapel
9:15 Education
10:00 LEV Service at Laurel Lake
10:15 Sunday School
10:30 Rite II ~ Church
Nursery available
9:00 ~ Noon

Christmas Eve
5:00 PM & 9:00 PM ~ Rite II (Church)
Christmas Day ~ No Service
Offices close at Noon December 24th
Closed December 25th and 26th
Close at Noon on December 31st
Closed January 1 and 2

